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April is the cruelest month – at least according to T.S. Eliot in his epic poem The Waste Land. Many 
of us who owe federal and state taxes may agree wholeheartedly with that premise. For those of us 
who were born in April, such as myself, April is often seen as a month of new beginnings after a 
long, cold winter. With all respect to Mr. Eliot, there are also other reasons to celebrate April, 
especially for book lovers and library users: April is when the American Library Association 
promotes annual National Library Week (April 11 – 17). It is a time to celebrate the contributions of 
our nation's libraries and librarians and to promote library use. This year’s theme is “Communities 
thrive @ your library.”  
 

National Library Week takes on more significance and urgency this year because our libraries and 
those organizations in the Commonwealth that support libraries, such as the six regional library 
systems, are being threatened by closure. The Governor’s budget for fiscal year 2011, which begins 
July 1st of this year, will cut support for the regional library systems by nearly 30%. The cut will have 
a devastating impact on the more than 300 libraries served by the Western Massachusetts Regional 
Library System in Whately, MA. WMRLS, as it is affectionately known, was the first regional 
library system to be established in the Commonwealth in the early 1960s. The current plan is to 
consolidate the six regional library systems, including WMRLS, into one statewide entity – the 
Massachusetts Library System (MLS) – the location of which has not been decided. In all likelihood, 
it will be located far away from Western Massachusetts.   
 

WMRLS provides daily delivery throughout the Western region to its member libraries. Last year, 
they delivered more than 1.8 million items to libraries so that patrons could borrow them using the 
interlibrary loan system. WMRLS also provides advisory and technical assistance to libraries of all 
types in the region, including public, academic, school and special libraries. A wide variety of 
continuing education classes for library staff are offered at the WMRLS headquarters in Whately. 
WMRLS also manages cooperative purchasing of library supplies for all of the regions in the 
Commonwealth, saving member libraries significant amounts of money by purchasing supplies in 
bulk.  
 

Many public libraries such as the Boston Public Library, the nation’s oldest municipally funded 
public library, are also threatened by budget cuts. The BPL is considering closing 10 of its 26 
neighborhood branches in order to close a $3.6 million budget gap for fiscal year 2011.  In fiscal year 
2010, the Westfield Athenaeum closed a $50,000 budget gap by cutting its materials budget by 
$30,000 and by furloughing all staff for 6 days, saving an additional $20,000. We obviously hope to 
avoid similar actions in the coming fiscal year. These cuts come at a time when library use is 
reaching new heights at libraries across the country due to the downturn in the economy.  
 

National Library Week will still be a time to celebrate libraries and librarians this year, but we all 
need to recognize that communities can’t thrive without vital, well-supported libraries and regional 
library systems. Hopefully, the news in the coming fiscal year won’t be as grim as the projections 
forecast. Otherwise, April will be a month of cruel necessities and harsh realities and T.S. Eliot will 
have expressed an idea that is all too relevant. Please let your legislative representatives and the 
Governor know how much you value your local public library and your regional library system.   

 

~ Christopher Lindquist  
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April is National Poetry Month!  
Celebrate by entering a poem in the Library’s Poetry Contest.  

 
            GUIDELINES: 
            1)  Writers must  be 18 or older. 
            2)   Only one (1) poem per person is allowed. 
            3)   Poems must be original works by the entrant. 
            4)   Poems cannot be longer than one 8 1/2 by 11 inch 
                  page. 
            5)   Poems must be typed or handwritten on white paper, 
                  with no illustrations or decorations. 
            6)   The author’s name must not appear anywhere on the 
                  page. 
            7)   The poem must have a title that should be centered at 
                  the top of the page. 
            8)   All entries become the property of the Westfield 
                  Athenaeum and will be bound into a book for public  
                  viewing. 
            9)   Entries may be submitted in person or via post.  
 
 Mailed entries should be sent to: 
 

6 Elm Street Westfield, MA 01085  
Attn: Poetry Contest 

DEADLINE:  
All entries will be accepted April 1st, 2010 through May 1st, 2010. Entries must be received by 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday, May 1st. Entries received either in person or via post mail, after 5 p.m. on May 1st 
will not be accepted. Email entries will not be accepted. When your poem is submitted, you will be re-
quired to give your name, address, and phone number, and title of your poem. Your poem will be as-
signed a number to keep judging anonymous. All entries must meet contest guidelines. Poems that do 
not meet the guidelines will not be accepted.  
 
WINNERS:    Three winning poems will be chosen. A reception will be held at the library to      
                        honor the winners on May 19th, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.  
 

     First prize: $25 Barnes and Noble gift card.  
Second prize: $15 Barnes and Noble gift card.  
   Third Prize: $10 Barnes and Noble gift card.  

 

 
 

For more information on National Poetry Month, visit http://www.poets.org 




������
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Spring Lecture Series 2010 
 

All Lectures begin at 7:00 pm and will take place in the Lang Auditorium unless otherwise noted. 
 
 
A Night of Poetry and Music -  April 21st. The Athenaeum will be hosting a night of Poetry and Music in 
celebration of National Poetry Month, featuring Poet Lori Desrosiers. Come and share some of your fa-
vorite poems, ones you’ve written or favorite poems by well-known poets. This program will feature the 
five student poets from the Connecticut Student Poetry Circuit, as well as student poets from Westfield 
State College. Musicians from Westfield State College will be offering musical interludes to put us in the 
mood. This event will take place in the Reed Room.  
 
At the Altar of the Bottom Line: The Degradation of Work in the 21st Century - May 12th. Doctor Tom 
Juravich, Professor of Labor Studies at the UMass Labor Center, will be speaking about his newest book 
and CD, At the Altar of the Bottom Line: The Degradation of Work in the 21st Century. The lecture will 
be given in conjunction with the exhibit of posters from around the world promoting worker rights called 
"The Peace Dove," which will be in the Jasper Rand Art Museum during the month of May.  
 
Annual Adult Poetry Contest Winners - May 19th. The winners of the Annual Adult Poetry Contest will  
read their poems. Entries for the Poetry Contest will be available at the main checkout desk from April 
1st – May 1st.  Writers must be 18 years of age or older and one poem per person may be submitted. The 
poem must be the original work of the contestant. Gift certificates to Barnes & Noble will be given to the 
three winners. For more information about the Poetry Contest, call the Westfield Athenaeum at 413-568-
7833. This event will take place in the Elizabeth Reed Room. Contest rules appear on page two of this 
newsletter. 
 
Readings of Spoon River Anthology and The Bald Soprano - June 2nd. Back by popular demand, “The 
Two Roberts” will appear, featuring dramatic readings of Spoon River Anthology, by Edgar Lee Masters, 
and The Bald Soprano, by Eugene Ionesco, with local actors Bob Lehan, Bob Plasse, Chuck Weston, 
Rock Palmer, Kathi Palmer, Carol Palmer and others. If you have not seen Spoon River Anthology or 
The Bald Soprano before, here is your chance to see these celebrated plays in an intimate setting.  Directed 
by Robert Lehan. 
 
A Celebration of Song: The American Songbook & Beyond - June 16th . Singer/songwriters Ellen 

Schwartz and Roger Bruno of the jazz duo Too Human, will be making a re-
turn engagement at the Athenaeum, with A Celebration of Song – The American 
Songbook and Beyond. Ellen and Roger play guitar and percussion, in addition 
to singing and writing their own songs. While maintaining a common thread, 
they tap into many musical genres for their influences, including Jazz, R&B, 
Latin and Folk. By combining Standards from the American Songbook with 
their original material, Roger and Ellen will show the similarities between con-
temporary songwriting and the romantic songs that have endured through the 
decades. With humor, passion and high quality musicianship, Too Human pre-

sents an entertaining and informative concert that will be sure to delight you and keep your toes tapping. 
This event will take place in the Jasper Rand Art Museum.  
 

All of the lectures are free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.  
The Lecture Series is funded in part by The Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum. 
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Westfield History Mural and Reference Room Redesign  

Thanks to funding provided by Westfield Academy, The West-
field Athenaeum commissioned muralist David Fichter to paint 
a mural for the Athenaeum. Entitled The Story of Westfield, the 
mural will be on display above the windows on the north wall 
of the Reference and Information Services Room. Mr. Fichter  
has been creating community murals for over 25 years, working 
all over the United States and in other countries, including Ar-
menia, Georgia, and Nicaragua. More information is available 
at the artist’s website www.davidfichter.net. A  formal unveiling 
of the Mural is anticipated in June.   
 
In addition to the mural, the Reference and Information Ser-
vices Room will undergo a redesign. New shelving will be 
added for the growing DVD collection. The computer tables 
will be replaced by four tables with privacy dividers, and the 
reference desk will be moved to the wall opposite the mural. 
Additionally, the printing station, copier and microfilm readers 
will be moved to the area where the reference desk currently 
sits. Six comfortable chairs and several tables will be available 

for reading and laptop use by the windows below the mural. 

 

A scene from The Story Of Westfield Mural 

The Westfield Athenaeum brings you Go Green @ Your Library 
Adult Summer Reading Program 

Go Green @ Your Library is a summer-long adult reading program 
that gives you the opportunity to expand your horizons, share your 
thoughts about the books you’ve read with other readers, have fun and 
win prizes. Beginning June 19th, sign up at the circulation desk and 
receive your summer reading packet.  
 
We have created a list of books for several “Green” categories. Read 
as many books as you like from each category. You will earn a raffle 
ticket for each book that you read. Audio books are valid entries. The 
tickets may be used on any of our weekly drawings. If you read at 
least one book from each category you may then enter the grand prize 
raffle at the end of the summer. 

 

Write a review. Your comments can be as simple as “loved it” or “boring”, or you can write an essay! 
Read what other people say about the books you’ve read or use their comments to choose your next read. 
Lastly, come celebrate with other participants. We have special events planned throughout the length of the 
program and a get together with a local author at its conclusion. Have fun! We hope you will join us! 

 



B O Y S ’  A N D  G I R L S ’  L I B R A R Y 
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Spring may have just begun, but we’re already planning for an exciting summer! 
 
Every year the Boys’ & Girls’ Library hosts its annual Summer Read-
ing Club.  This year the library will be “Going Green” with a slew of 
great performers, projects and activities.  We will have performances by 
Jay Mankita (driving in his bio-diesel powered van – the Green Ma-
chine), Tinknell and Bates’ Earth Rhythms, and Eco-magic, Green Eggs 
and Ham and other disgusting things to eat, as well as weekly crafts, 
movie showings, storytimes and much more.   
 

Starting Monday, June 21st, children age 3 through grade 5 will be in-
vited to sign up for the program that lasts seven weeks.  For each day 
that a child reads or is read to for 15 minutes, they will receive raffle tickets that they can use to win one of over 70 
prizes – though we still believe that reading is its own prize.  The Friends of the Athenaeum, local businesses and 
families donate most of the prizes.  Anyone interested in donating a prize should speak to one of the staff members 
in the Boys’ & Girls’ Library. 
 

Since we feel like no one should be left out, there are also great summer reading programs for teens!  The teen sum-
mer reading club, “tnk grEn”, ends with an auction – where participants get a chance to spend the “library loot” that 
they earned over the summer by reading and attending programs.   
 

This summer, we will once again be collecting non-perishable food items for the Westfield Food Bank.  Many fami-
lies are having a hard time finding enough “green” to spend in this economy, so we’re hoping to collect even more 
than the 350+ items that were donated last summer.   
 

Kermit the Frog may say that it’s not easy being green, but we’re going to have a lot of fun trying! 

 
The Friends have been busy planning for the upcoming book sale.  We can 
still accept donations of gently used books, CD's and DVD/VHS movies (no 
textbooks or magazines please). The sale will run from Thursday, April 8th 
through Saturday April 10th . For the special preview on Thursday evening 
there is a $3.00 admission charge.  Most books will be a dollar or less.  This 
is a great chance to pick up some summer reading. 
 

The Friends are also now on Facebook.  If you have a Facebook account you 
can find and friend us at Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum.  

We hope to use this in conjunction with email, press releases and other publicity to help 
spread the work about events and activities that are happening.  
 

And finally, as the unveiling of The Story of Westfield mural gets closer we are considering 
a reception to celebrate its installation at the Athenaeum. The mural will most likely be in-
stalled in late May with a formal unveiling and reception at a date to be announced in June. 
 

Our next meeting is April 27th at 7pm at the Athenaeum.  Anyone is welcome to join us.  If you have 
questions about the Friends or any of the on-going events, please call Cheryl Klein at 977-9345.  

 

From The Friends 

 



            Women’s History Month seems an apt time to peek at women’s clubs and the material in the 
Westfield Athenaeum Archives. As it occurred across the country, Westfield women’s groups grew out 
of church groups as the Methodist Episcopal Women’s Foreign Missionary Society, the First Congrega-
tional’s Home Fund Society, and Second Congregational’s Ladies Benevolent Society. As they raised 
money, sewed or cooked to help society, these women were still under the aegis of men, and their hus-
bands/ father/ brothers controlled their finances and living arrangements. Even into the mid-1800s, 
women could neither meet publicly at restaurants nor speak in public, as these actions called their virtue 
into question. 
 

After the Civil War, many factors assisted women in creating their own clubs and societies. Run-
ning hot and cold water, new inventions like the sewing machine and washing machine, new department 
stores where time consuming home necessities like bread, beer, soap and clothes could be bought instead 
of made at home gave women more free time. The high death toll from the Civil War led to an excess of 
67,000 more women than men in Massachusetts, most without family responsibilities, and only added to 
this movement of self-education and self-fulfillment.  

 
During the Civil War, the Union Sanitation Commission was largely run by women and became a 

place where women learned to govern themselves, to create committees and subcommittees as they 
rolled bandages, raised money, and provided food, lodging and care to soldiers. After five years of work-
ing together outside of their homes and making an obvious difference in society, developing self-
confidence and self-respect for jobs well done, it was difficult to be forced back into the home or looked 
upon to host the occasional tea at each other’s houses. However, as society viewed women as pure and 
virtuous, “the antidote to spiritual lapses” of men, who battled in the harsh business world, women were 
expected to stay within the woman’s sphere-home, hearth, and family.  

 
            This sudden disconnect from meaningful work and the narrowing of influence and camaraderie 
led some women to champion other social ills, and they stood up and spoke against slavery, spoke for 
temperance and granting the vote for all ethnicities, for African Americans and for themselves. The suf-
fragists’ groups, National Woman Suffrage Association and American Woman Suffrage Association, 
were often harshly criticized and viewed as incubators for trouble as they challenged woman’s traditional 
place.  Women’s unions or associations were viewed as “too masculine to be proper for females,” dim-
ming “the luster of that modest reserve which is justly considered the sex’s best ornament.” Society 
thought that women’s brains and bodies were too weak for the mental endeavors of education, much less 
discussion of politics, philosophy or science.  
 
            Women’s clubs were better tolerated as they accepted women’s main role as mother and wife. 
(Some men still blamed women’s clubs for the decrease in homemade pies.) The New England Woman’s 
(1868-) Clubs purpose was to create “a larger home for those who love and labor for the greater human 
family.” These clubs, often literary or study clubs, created a visible distinction from the rowdy public 
suffragists meetings. Women’s clubs were small and orderly, studying literary classics and famous men 
(not new social ideas), and their membership normally came from the wealthier, white, Protestant class. 
In this semi-public space, women learned how to be in public, their discussion of current events and the 
presentation of papers allowed them to think, evaluate, and discuss their ideas about the world and them-
selves.  
 
            In Westfield, one can see the evolution of women’s clubs by looking at the meeting notes of the 

The beginning of Women’s Clubs in Westfield: Putting down the broomstick and picking up the club 



Fortnightly Club, which met from 1902-1954. It began when Anna Clark, Florence Chaffin, Jennie Pratt, 
Jennie Ring, and Elizabeth Waterman met at Clark’s house on Oct. 18, 1902 and dared to imagine a club. 
At their first official meeting ten days later, they studied Henry Van Dyke, an American author, educator, 
and clergyman, and each was to bring something of current events. At their third meeting, the group de-
cided upon their name. One member had suggested “The Left-overs” thinking that anyone with half an 
eye ought to see that “Left-overs” simply meant that they were left over from other literary clubs. (The 
Hopefully Well-Affected Club, the Tuesday Morning and Afternoon Clubs had formed years earlier.) 
Another member playfully suggested the “Ever-Hopeful Club”, before they settled on The Fortnightly 
Club as they met twice a month in members’ homes. During their first year their membership grew to 
eighteen; overtime membership standardized at twenty-five. Dues were a modest five cents a month, but 
were gradually raised to one dollar a year. 
An early poem offers us some insight into the women of the club: 
 

… The club meets twice a month, at some fair member’s home 
  To discuss all prominent men; 
Perhaps ‘tis no wonder they sometime forget, 
  And discuss un-prominent men, 
For man is a theme on which maidens can talk, 
  Whatever their age or their station, 
As long as there’s some one to listen to views,  
  Relating to man’s subjugation…. 

 
            Meetings were typically thematic with members writing and delivering papers, discussing current 
events, and presenting poems or songs; occasionally there were guest speakers. In the beginning, the 
yearly themes were weighty subjects (Conservation and Waste, Woman’s work in the War, Uncle Sam), 
and the titles of their talks denote significant work: Waste in Mining and Transportation, Public Money 
and Property, Criminals-Correction and Prevention, Philanthropy-Benefits and Evils, Education-Lack of 
Moral Training, and Respect for the Law. Thirty years later, their programs reveal a more celebratory 
theme rather than educational. The club was also very active in throwing parties, to honor members and 
holidays, Christmas parties for patients at the Sanatarium and creating musicals. 
 
            The Fortnightly Club was also active in supporting many local organizations: the Red Cross, 
Hampden County Children’s Aid Association, Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, Girl 
Scouts, Westfield State Sanitarium, the Visiting Nurses Association, and others. The Fortnightly Club 
disbanded in 1954, but the Woman’s Club, the Hopefully Well-Affected Club, and the Tuesday Morning 
and the Afternoon Clubs are still vibrant clubs in Westfield.  
 
            More research needs to be done to establish the emphasis and accomplishments of Westfield’s 
women’s clubs and the Westfield Athenaeum is anxious to obtain more information about other social 
clubs (Working Girls Guild, Daughters of Liberty, W.C. T.U., etc.) so that we can keep Westfield’s his-
tory intact. If you have any club papers, please contact the archivist, Kate Deviny, at 562-0716. 

 



 
Free Computer Classes 

 
Free computer classes will be offered April 
7th through May 26th. Basic through ad-
vanced topics will be covered, including 
mouserobics and computer basics, Micro-
soft Word, Introduction to the Internet, 
email and genealogy research. Classes are 
limited to eight participants. For more in-
formation, please call the Reference and 
Information Services desk at 562-0716. 

 
 
 
 
 

C E L E B R A T E  N A T I O N A L  L I B R A R Y  W E E K !  
 

National Library Week April 11 - 17, 2010 
 
During National Library Week, you will receive one raffle ticket for each day that 
you check out items at the Westfield Athenaeum. Raffle tickets can be used to enter 
for a chance to win one of the gift baskets on display at the Circulation Desk. 
 
Participants should write their name and phone number on each raffle ticket and 
place it in the box next to the basket they would like to win. Winners will be an-
nounced Tuesday, April 20th, 2010. 

WESTFIELD ATHENAEUM 
6 Elm Street, Westfield, MA 01085 

(413) 568-7833 

Monday-Thursday 8:30AM-8PM 

Friday and Saturday 8:30AM-5PM 

 
Congratulations 

to Angela  
Lempke,  
winner of our 

2010 Love Your Library Month raffle. 
Angela received a gift basket of goodies 
including a Friends of the Athenaeum 
tote bag, chocolates and several books 
including Westfield History books! 

Funds Collected for Haiti 
Earthquake Relief 

 
Thanks to the generous donations 
of Westfield Athenaeum  patrons, 
the library collected $391.35 for 
the Red Cross Haiti Earthquake 
Relief efforts. Thank you to       
everyone who donated. 
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The Westfield Athenaeum wishes to thank Bert Hill 
Mover http://www.berthill.com for donating their    
services to move a piano from Westfield State College 
to the Athenaeum’s Lang 
Auditorium. The piano will 
be used for FIRST  
THURSDAY concerts @ 
the Athenaeum. 


