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From the Director 

The Westfield Athenaeum means many different things to many different people. We have 

learned a great deal about what the Athenaeum means to people just by talking with them when 

they come to check out materials at one of our main service desks. In addition, we have also  

gotten feedback from patrons by using short surveys, both in person and online, as part of our 

long-range planning process. People tell us that they like our free interlibrary loan service, our 

reference and information services, our ongoing programs for children and parents, our  

fascinating historical museum collections and month long changing art exhibits, our homebound 

delivery service, and our adult lectures, musical performances, and film showings in the fall and 

spring. Some people enjoy coming to the library to read the latest issue of a magazine or  

newspaper in one of our comfortable sitting areas, or to find a quiet place to study or to tutor a 

student in need of extra help. Others enjoy coming here for meetings in one of our six meeting 

spaces, or to use one of our many computers with their high-speed access to personal email  

accounts or information sources subscribed to by the Athenaeum or available through the  

Internet. Still others come to browse our collection of new books, DVDs, and audiobooks, or to 

find music for themselves or their children, along with games and puzzles to be played in the 

Boysô & Girlsô Library or to be taken home for added hours of enjoyment. 

  

Whether you come to the Athenaeum once a day, once a week or once a month, or whether you 

visit us ñvirtuallyò via the web and use some of the electronic resources available with your  

library card, we know you value the programs and services the Athenaeum provides people of 

all ages and interests in the greater Westfield community. In many ways, the Athenaeum is the 

community gathering place for Westfield, reflecting so many of the values that are important to 

all: family, education, history, culture, lifelong learning, and opportunities for civic engagement 

and social enrichment. When you invest in the Athenaeum, you invest in the betterment of the 

entire Westfield community, and you help to maintain one of Westfieldôs most beloved  

institutions, soon to be celebrating its 144th year of service! 

  

Residents of Westfield pay roughly $18 per year in taxes to support the Athenaeum. However, 

the actual cost to run the library on a per capita basis is more than $26 per year, a difference of 

$8 per person. In total dollars for a city of 42,000 people, this represents a gap of about 

$336,000. We depend in large part on donations from donors like you to help make up the  

difference. Your donation supports the Athenaeum as a vital place in the lives of all who visit 

us. Thank you for your continued support! 

        ~ Christopher Lindquist 

Donor Information 
Name:_________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
Phone:_________________________ Email: __________________________________ 
Donation Amount _____    ƊIn honor of ______________   ƊIn memory of _____________    
 
Please send your donation to the Westfield Athenaeum Attn: Candy 6 Elm St Westfield, MA 01085 

Thank you for your support! 
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                        Summer Computer Classes 

 
There will be a series of three Tech Tuesday classes in July for patrons interested  

in learning more about common computer uses. 

 

July 12 - Email Account Creation 

July 19 - Email Messages & Attachments 

July 26 - Flickr & Photo Sharing 

 

Classes will be held in the Elizabeth Reed Room from 12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. with time  

for questions and discussion afterwards. Walk-ins are welcome.  Each class will be an  

instructional demonstration, no individual hands-on computer work will take place during 

the class. Patrons are encouraged to schedule one-on-one tutoring sessions with the  

instructor if they would like hands-on experience or more information.  Questions about 

classes or tutoring sessions can be directed to Tegan Mannino, tmannino@westath.org, 

 413-562-0716 ext. 4.  

 

To celebrate and document the history 

of Westfield, the Westfield Athenaeum 

is sponsoring óPicture Westfieldô, a 

one-week event to create a snapshot of 

Westfield life.  The Athenaeum is  

currently committed to preserving  

pictures of early Westfield but would 

like to expand the photo collection to 

include images of Westfield today. We 

would like library patrons one hundred 

years from now to have an accurate and 

informative image of 21st century 

Westfield! We need you to sign up and 

commit to photographing your institution, association, committee, club and neighborhood. We want to 

document every Westfield business, ethnicity, group and activity. This includes housework,  

homework, school work, service and manufacturing work, rock quarries, dance studios, realtors,  

tobacco work, childôs play, sports, bridge clubs, service clubs, etc. The list of possibilities is  

seemingly endless! To define what Westfield is like right now, we need your help. We are asking  

everyone (young and old, grandparent or child) to document your lives in Westfield starting October 

1. Submit your photos on CD or flash drive by category (dawn, breakfast/morning, working, noon/

lunch, evening, night shift, playtime, family, sports, worship/faith, school, architecture, landscape, 

pets, teamwork, shopping). For more information, please visit:  

http://www.westath.org/events/Picture_Westfield.htm.  

Picture Westfield:  October 1st -8th, 2011 

 

http://www.westath.org:2095/horde/imp/message.php?index=3957#
http://www.westath.org/events/Picture_Westfield.htm
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Why not include the Westfield Athenaeum on your get-away list this summer? This yearôs 

adult summer reading program Novel Destinations will feature journeys, real and imagined, 

to inner and outer space and around the globe. Earn raffle tickets for the books you read and 

review from the Novel Destination list. 

 We have some fun activities planned for our participants - movies, a digital photography 

workshop, paper crafts for adults using recycled books, and beginning yoga classes. Also, 

we will host a ñbehind-the-scenesò tour of the Westfield Athenaeum every Tuesday and 

Thursday in July. As always we end the season with a great celebration. This year we will host an international 

potluck supper and a talk with local author Kevin OôHara. 

You can register for Novel Destinations at the Circulation Desk beginning Monday June 20.  Reading for raffle 

tickets ends on Friday August12. The Novel Destinations booklist and details about the raffles and events are 

available at the Circulation Desk or on-line at www.westath.org. Categories include Time Travel, Questing, 

Destined to Become a Famous Novel and Japan. Have fun! We hope to see you at the Westfield  

Athenaeum. 
 

Selected book titles for Novel Destinations Summer Reading Program 
 

The Time Travelerôs Wife by Audrey Niffenegger  

The Time Travelerôs Guide to Medieval England by Ian Mortimer 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

The Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley 

Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War by Nathaniel Philbrick 

Animal Dreams by Barbara Kingsolver 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 

Obasan by Joy Kogawa 

The Lake by Banana Yoshimoto 
 

For the complete reading list, please visit our website www.westath.org/readers/Summer_reading.htm 

NOVEL DESTINATIONS: ADULT SUMMER READING 

Upcoming Exhibits in the Jasper Rand Art Museum 
 

July: Mary J. Hayes became interested in photography as a child when her father, sculptor David Hayes, set up 

a darkroom in their home. After moving to Alaska she took pictures to document her hikes and adventures. 

Mary takes much of her inspiration from nature. The photographs are something she can take from the land 

while leaving no impact. For more information, please visit http://maryjhayes.com. 

 

August: Madamas: Women, Madonnas and Mothers. Exhibit created by collector Waleska Santiago. The  

exhibit is divided into four areas: Photographs, dolls, paintings and batiksðfrom Trinidad, Puerto Rico, Cuba 

and Brazil. This exhibition utilizes the word Madama that is the commonly used term in the Caribbean. 

 

September: Residential Houses in Westfield. In this exhibit the oil on wood paintings by Angela Basile have 

been selected to represent an Americanism that is opaque and stylistically ubiquitous. As a collection, the work 

constructs the physical anatomy of a community. 

http://www.westath.org
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Yoga with Becky: an introduction to Hatha Yoga 
Thursday, July 21st, 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

Thursday, July 21st,  6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Please register at the Circulation Desk. Dress comfortably and prepare to be barefoot. 

 

Paper Crafts for Adults Using Recycled Books 
Thursday, August 4th, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  Boys and Girls Activity Room 

Please register at the Circulation Desk. 

 

Novel Destinations Celebration 
International Potluck Supper with guest speaker Kevin OôHara 

Thursday, August 18th, 5:30-8 p.m. in the Lang Auditorium.   

Please register at the Circulation Desk. 

 

Tuesday Night at the Movies 
All shows are free and begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Lang Auditorium 

Tuesday, June 28th To Kill A Mockingbird 

Tuesday, July 19th Memoirs of a Geisha 

Tuesday, July 26th A Place in the Sun 

Tuesday, August 9th The Time Travelerôs Wife 

No Registration Necessary  

 

Destination: Your Library: A Behind the Scenes Tour of the Athenaeum  
Every Tuesday and Thursday in July - 10:30 a.m.   

Please register at the Circulation Desk. Arrive 5 minutes early to meet your guide in the Great Hall. 

Novel Destinations: Adult Summer Reading Events 

Boy Scouts in the library 

The Westfield Athenaeum Archives is thrilled with its latest addition - 

memorabilia documenting Bud Pomfreyôs life as a Boy Scout. The  

collection includes the numerous badges and awards that he earned 

during his tenure as a Scout. Bud was commended for his 60 years of 

scouting, mentoring many young Westfield men, in Troop 101 at the 

Church of the Atonement.  

 

Also on display opposite the museum entrance, you will find Reverend 

Robert Keating Smithôs scout jacket and hat. Reverend Smith began a 

Boy Scout like group in Westfield in 1909, a year prior to the founding of 

the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). The Archives also has Rev. Smithôs 

correspondence, including an account of his struggle to end the  

commercialism of BSA and to reach out to more children during the 

1920s and 1930s. Please stop by to peruse this fascinating collection or 

discuss your items documenting Westfield BSA or Boy Rangers. 

The Athenaeum values donations that preserve our townôs history for future generations. Please consider  

donating or allowing us to copy your photographs, diaries, ledgers, correspondence and maps.  



Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum 
 
 

 

Organized 15 years ago, we have raised more than $130,000 through our annual book sales in the spring and fall, basket raffles and 

other sponsored events.  Every dollar we raise goes directly to support the programs and services at the Athenaeum  

 

 

¶ Museum Pass program - free or reduced admission to 9 museums in Western Mass. and CT 

¶ Fall and Spring Lecture Series ï bringing authors, historians, artists, musicians to speak and entertain 

       Summer Reading Club programs - more than 1,000 children and adults participate every year 
 
 

We have funded: 

¶ New lighting and equipment in the remodeled Lang Auditorium 

¶ Remodeling of the Whitney Study in the historic wing of the Athenaeum (circa 1838) 

       New computers, furniture and equipmentéthe list goes on. 
 
 

The Athenaeum would not be able to maintain the wonderful quality of the programs and services without the help of the Friends.  

Please consider lending a hand with money, time or talent...join the Friends! 

 
 

You are invited to join the Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum. Annual dues for 2011-2012 are available for 

individuals, families and seniors. Additional donations are also welcome. 

 

Individual $5.00______   Family $10.00______   Senior $4.00______   Additional Donation $________ 

Name __________________________ Address_____________________________________________ 

Telephone _________________________      Email address ___________________________________ 

 

______ Please contact me about volunteering for Friends activities.   
 

Please drop off at the Athenaeum  or mail to Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum, 6 Elm Street, Westfield, MA 01085 

 

 

The following selections are for the 2011-2012  

Bookclub Reading list 
 

Kitchen House   Kathleen Grissom  September 15th  

 

Claude and Camille  Stephanie Cowell   October 20th 

 

The Lonely Polygamist  Brady Udall   November 17th 

 

Room     Emma Donoghue   December 15th 

 

Half a Life   Darin Strauss   January 19th  

 

The Immortal Life  Rebecca Skloot             February 16th 

of Henrietta Lacks 

 

Half Broke Horses  Jeanette Walls   March 15th 

 
Soul Catcher   Michael White   April 12th 

 

Tender is the Night   F. Scott Fitzgerald  May 17th 

 

The Book Club meets in the Whitney Study at 1:00 p.m., generally on the third Thursday of the month.  

Check schedule for changes! 
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BOYSô AND GIRLSô LIBRARY  

THE WESTFIELD 

ATHENAEUM 

6 Elm St, Westfield, MA 

01085 

(413) 568-7833 

Monday-Thursday  

8:30AM-8PM 

Friday  8:30AM-5PM 

 

CLOSED   

SATURDAYS JULY 

THROUGH 

 LABOR  DAY 

Colonial Harvest Day 
 

Join us for Colonial Harvest Day on Saturday,  

September 24th.  There will be arts and crafts dealers, 

live demonstrations by a variety of colonial  

craftspeople, colonial games and crafts for kids. The 

Boysô & Girlsô Library will be hosting a craft table 

where you can make your very own colonial craft to 

take home that will help you remember this wonder-

ful day.  The winner of this yearôs óCarol Otis Hurst 

Childrenôs Book Prizeô, Gregory Mone, will be on 

hand to read from his pirate adventure book, Fish, 

and to autograph copies for you. This is sure to be a 

day you will never forget, filled with fun for the 

whole family.  So, come stroll the leaf lined streets of 

Westfield and enjoy all the bounty and fun this  

wonderful city has to offer! 

Summer Reading Club Finale Ice Cream Party 
 

Our exciting Summer Reading Clubs will come to an end Friday, August 5th.  To celebrate all of your hard 

work over the summer, we will be having an ice cream party on the last day!  You must be a registered  

member of the Summer Reading Club to attend the party.  The parties for kids and teens will both be on  

Friday, August 5th.  The party for kids age 3 through grade 5 will be at 2pm and the party for the teens will be 

at 3pm.  This is sure to be a fun time so if you are part of our Summer Reading Club, donôt forget to register 

for this great celebration.  We hope to see you there.  Registration starts July 27th.  To register, call or stop by 

the Boysô & Girlsô Library. 

 

September is Library Card Sign-up Month, and we want to 

make sure that all children in Westfield have the smartest card of all: 

               A library card! 

Public library programming and books make a difference in the 

life of a child. By providing children with engaging programs and amaz-

ing collections of books, movies and more, children become excited and 

enthusiastic, life-long library users.  Providing a child with a library card 

is also a wonderful way to teach him or her about responsibility. 

 

Getting a library card is easy.  There is no minimum age! In order 

to get a library card, a child needs to be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  The parent or legal guard-

ian needs to have a picture ID and proof of address.  Itôs that easy.  Help your children sign up today and a 

world of information will unfold beneath their fingertips. 

 


