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The Story of Westfield ~ Mural by David Fichter 

Inside News 

 The Story of Westfield Mural 1 Summer Reading Adult  4 
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Summer Reading B&G Events 3   B&G Events continued 6 

David Fichter poses in front of the newly installed Story of Westfield Mural. 

The Westfield Athenaeum  formally unveiled a large wall mural called The Story of Westfield on Fri-
day, June 18, 2010. Muralist David Fichter, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, has been working on the 
mural for the past six months at his studio. Prior to that, Mr. Fichter created conceptual drawings of 
the mural that were approved by the Westfield Athenaeum Mural Committee, which included mem-
bers of the Westfield community and staff from the Athenaeum. The mural, spanning forty-four feet 
by seven feet is mounted on the north wall of the Athenaeum’s Reference and Information Services 
Room.  
 
Mr. Fichter uses a six-step process to complete his murals. In most cases, the process includes com-
munity meetings, the design process, full color design, wall preparation and design enlargement, vol-
unteers and community painting, and the mural unveiling. The Story of Westfield Mural includes all 
of these steps with the exception of the community painting portion. Mr. Fichter spent more than six 
months working with the staff and volunteers at the Athenaeum researching the history of Westfield 
from its settlement and founding in 1669 to the present day. Dr. Bob Brown, the Chairman of the 
Athenaeum’s board and the coordinator of the museum volunteers at the Edwin Smith Historical Mu-
seum, was instrumental in helping Mr. Fichter with many of the historical aspects in the mural.
Information about the scenes and individuals in the mural is available at the reference desk. 
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The Story of Westfield Mural Installation and Unveiling 

Muralist David Fichter works with Roy 
Ripley to install mural panels. 

Hanging one of the eleven mural 
panels.  

The finished mural awaits unveiling Onlookers enjoy wine and snacks at the unveiling 
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BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ LIBRARY SUMMER EVENTS 
 
 
 

Westfield Athenaeum Boys and Girls Library 
2010 Summer Reading Club ~ June 21 st – August 6 th 

Sign-ups begin Monday, June 21st for: 
Children’s Summer Reading Club – children ages 3 through entering grade 5 

Young Adult Reading Club – ‘tweens and teens entering grades 6-12 
Adult Reading Club – ages 18 and up. 

                                                                                                                                                         Registration 
Date/Time               Progarm                                                                         Ages/Grade                 Begins 
 
Fri., July 2nd             Animals in the Library                                                  Gr. K – 2                   June 22nd  
2:00 p.m.                 Even animals know the library is a great place to Go Green! 
 
Tue., July 6th            Craft Table – Portable Tic Tac Toe                              All Ages                        N/A 
All Day                    While supplies last! 
 
Thu., July 8th           Tom Sieling – Tromp Through the Swamp                  All Ages                    June 29th  
1:00 p.m.                 Humorous songs that engage the whole family. 
 
Fri., July 9th             Terry Rooney – Chalk Turtles                                      5 – 7 yrs.                    June 29th  
10:00 a.m.                Young artists will create their own chalk drawings. 
 
Mon., July 12th        Monday Movie Matinee – “Finding Nemo”                 All Ages                        N/A 
2:00 p.m.                 Drinks and snacks provided.  Rated G. 100 min. 
 
Tue., July 13th          Craft Table – Magnetic Seed Container                        All Ages                        N/A 
All Day                    While supplies last! 
 
Wed., July 14th        The Great Green Craft                                                  Gr. 3 – 5                      July 6th  
10:00 a.m.                Make special craft(s) out of recycled materials! 
 
Thu., July 15th         Mike Bent - EcoMagic                                                  All Ages                      July 6th  
2:00 p.m.                 Magic, storytelling, music, puppets and comedy! 
 
Fri., July 16th           Mass. Fish & Wildlife – Adapting Animals                 Gr. 1 – 4                      July 6th  
10:30 a.m.                How animals survive with the human impact. 
 
Mon., July 19th        Monday Movie Matinee – “Hoot”                                All Ages                        N/A 
2:00 p.m.                 Drinks and snacks provided.  Rated PG. 91 min. 
 
Tue., July 20th          Craft Table – Rustic Stick Frames                                All Ages                        N/A 
All Day                    While supplies last! 
 
                                                                                                                                    Continued on page 6 
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A woman holds a leaf of Westfield 
tobacco. 
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                                                                                                                                                         Registration 
Date/Time               Progarm                                                                         Ages/Grade                 Begins 
 
Wed., July 21st         Fantastic Fours and Fives Sampler                               4 – 5 yrs.                      July 6th  
9:30 or 1:30             Stories, fingerplays, song and a craft! 
 
Thu., July 22nd         Terrific Twos and Threes Sampler                               2 – 3 yrs.                      July 6th  
9:30 or 11:00           Story, songs, activities and a craft! 
 
Fri., July 23rd           Grow Your Imagination                                                Gr. K – 2                     July 6th  
10:00 a.m.                Storytime spectacular!  Paint your own flower pot. 
 
Mon., July 26th        Monday Movie Matinee – “Happy Feet”                      All Ages                        N/A 
2:00 p.m.                 Drinks and snacks provided.  Rated PG. 108 min. 
 
Tue., July 27th          Craft Table – Very Hungry Caterpillar                         All Ages                        N/A 
All Day                    While supplies last! 
 
Thu., July 29th         Craig Harris - Drum Away the Blues                           All Ages                     July 13th  
11:00 a.m.                Relieving stress with percussion. 
 
Fri., July 30th           Mystery & Mayhem                                                      Gr. 3 – 5                     July 13th  
2:00 p.m.                 Stories, intrigue, and invisible ink…   
 
Mon., Aug. 2nd         Monday Movie Matinee – “Wall-E”                             All Ages                        N/A 
2:00 p.m.                 Drinks and snacks provided.  Rated G. 98 min. 
 
Tue., Aug 3rd           Craft Table – Recycled Paper Mosaics                         All Ages                        N/A 
All Day                    While supplies last! 
 
Thu., Aug 5th           The Monster Who Ate My Peas                                    3 – 5 yrs.                     July 27th  
10:30 a.m.                Stories, songs, craft and a monstrously good time!  
 
Fri., Aug 6th             Ice Cream Social                                                           All Ages                     July 27th  
2:00 p.m.                 End of Summer Reading Club Party! 
 

 
Please call 562-6158 ext. 5 to register – registration dates are listed 
in the far right column of this listing.  Please note appropriate age 

for each program. 
 
 

Go Green @ Your Library is sponsored by the Westfield Athenaeum, the Friends 
of the Westfield Athenaeum, the Western Massachusetts Regional Library System 
and the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners. 

 

THE WESTFIELD 
ATHENAEUM 

6 Elm St, Westfield, MA 

01085 
(413) 568-7833 

Monday-Thursday  

8:30AM-8PM 

Friday  8:30AM-5PM 
 

CLOSED   

SATURDAYS JULY 

THROUGH 

 LABOR  DAY 


