With the recent downturn in the economy, many liesahave reported double-digit
increases in the number of people using libraryises. Nationwide, library use statistics
show substantial increases in the number of mé&dr@rowed, and the number of people
taking classes on job searching and resume writmgddition, anecdotal evidence
suggests that with ever increasing numbers of gefaging layoffs, libraries have become
havens for those who need to access educationalamadr information while they are in
transition. In tough times, libraries are an edaénervice; a warm and inviting place that
welcomes all who seek to better themselves anghpoave their lot in life.

As library use increases, municipalities are stlinggvith budget issues and cuts to
municipal services. Although the Athenaeum is ndepartment of the City of Westfield,
we are not immune from the pressures facing thg @itluding a projected $4.4 million
deficit in fiscal year 2010. The Athenaeum rece@ppgroximately 62% of its operating
budget from the City of Westfield. The rest comesf endowment funds, fines and fees
and state aid monies. In order to maintain serwddsthe expectation that we will need to
reduce our operating expenses next year, the Agluenia Board of Directors approved a
new set of fines and fees effective April 1, 2009.sorry to say that this is not an April
Fools’ joke.

The new fines and fees are one part of our eftoiricrease revenues and cut costs
wherever possible, without jeopardizing servicdsl, Sifficult decisions will need to be
made in the months ahead, as we all navigate vasalbéen described as one of the worst
economies since the Great Depression. We realiértbreasing numbers of people
depend on the library for their daily needs. Tharefwe understand the need to preserve
as many of our core services as possible whiletoaomy weakens.

A list of new fees is available at the main checak-adesks in the adult and children’s
libraries. If there is a silver lining to all ofifh | suppose it is that libraries remain a
backbone of our democratic society and are asaptdeday as when they were
established over a century ago. Indeed, the Athenasow celebrating our 1#year of
service to the Westfield community, is experienaiagord levels of usage including a
22% increase in the number of materials borrowenhfour Boys’ and Girls’ Library last
year and a 33% increase in the number of referandenformation transactions. Over
207,000 visits were made to the Athenaeum last, ysawell as many visits online. For
many in the current economy, the public librarmas a luxury, but a critical need and we
must do what we can to preserve our essentialceesvi

~ Christopher J. Lindquist
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April is National Poetry Month!
Celebrate by entering a poem in the Library’s PoetContest

GUIDELINES:

1)

2)
3)
3)
4)

5)
6)
7
8)

DEADLINE:

Adult writers must b@& or older, Boys’ & Girls’ writers
must be in gradesl? -

Only one poem per pars allowed

Poem must be an oabmork by the entrant

Poems cannot be lortgan one 8 1/2 by 11 inch page
Poems must be typetasrdwritten on white paper, with no illustraticors
decorations

The author’'s name matappear anywhere on the poem

The poem must havél@that should be centered at the top of the page
All entries become threperty of the Westfield Athenaeum

Entries may be subetitin person or via post. Mailed entries shoulddr& to:

6 Elm St. Westfield, MA 01085
Attn: Poetry Contest

All entries will be accegtapril 1st, 2009 through May 2nd, 20@ntries must be
received by 5:00 p.m. oat8rday, May 2nd. Entries received either in person or via
post mail, after 5 p.m.May 2nd will not be accepted.

ADULT WINNERS: Three winning poems will be chosénreception will be held at the library to

honor the wirme

BOYS’ & GIRLS’ WINNERS: One winner from each grafle8) will be chosen. One winner from a
grade 9-12 category will be chosen. A receptiom balheld at the library to honor the winners.

When your poem is submitted, you will be requiredjitve your name, address, and phone number.
All entries must meet contest guidelines. Poemisdbanot meet the guidelines will not be accepted.

For more information on National Poetry Month, visit http://www.poets.org

The Athenaeum offers many thanks to all who suggo@peration Paperback. From December through

February, we collected well over a thousand boolsehd to our troops at military bases all over the
world! By mid-March, we had packed and shippedyfaik boxes! Shipping costs were covered by the

Athenaeum’s “dress-down dollars,” which is a fundimtained by the Athenaeum staff. We were able to

fill several special requests, as well as supplydneds of men and women with classic literatures-my
teries, and bestsellers.

If you would like to volunteer with Operation Papack please visit: www.operationpaperback.org.
Thank you from the Westfield Athenaeum Staff!




Summer Reading for Grown-ups

Join us this summer for our fir8dult Summer Reading Program- The Universe in Book&eginning
June 10, adult readers will earn raffle ticketsreading selected books and participants may atdend
grand party at the end of the summer. The progsaam iexcellent way to expand your reading horizons,
win cool prizes and meet other readers.

We are looking for help with raffle prizes. If ybave a talent, a skill, or an item you would likedbnate,
please contact Sandy or Joyce at the CirculatigkDidere is a sampling of ideas: a bouquet fronr you
garden, a homemade pie, a bottle of wine, a mggda on something you are good at, a booklet af you
favorite recipes or even movie tickets. We wouke lio collect enough to offer a weekly raffle, $egse
use your imagination! We will also accept mone@opations, which we will use toward prizes. Thanks
for your support. More information (and fun) comisoon!!

Sandy Records — Circulation Librarian

April 8, 2009: Stories Carved In Stone: Westfield, MassachusaétitisBob Clark, Author.
Stories Carved in Stanthe fifth book in a series on gravestones. Ctidkmuch of
his cemetery researchatAthenaeum. A book signing will follow the talk.

April 15, 2009: Watercolor Demonstration: The Westfield AthenaeuntdiBg with Susan T. Pecora,
ArtisiVell known artist Pecora, host of the WGBY show flBetions Through
Watercolor,” will givelae watercolor demonstration.

April 22, 2009 Poetry Night in Celebration of National Poetry Mbmwith Lori Desrosiers, Poet.
Desrosiers, editor ofhe Poetry Newsyill facilitate a program of poetry.

April 29, 2009 Rock and Alpine Gardening with Pernell Gerver, Hartturalist. This program will cover
the creation of a vayiet different types of rock gardens as well asrtiast suitable
plants for rock gardenin

May 13, 2009 The Historical Journal of Massachusetts: Celebrgt8Y Years of Publishing Local
History with L. Mara Doddeditor. Dr. Dodge recently became the new editorial dinecto
of he Historical Journal of Massachusetts.

May 20, 2009 EastWest Institute with John Mroz, President, Faurahd CEOMr. Mroz will discuss his
experiences as founder @& of the EastWest Institute, a powerful, nonegamental
global change-agent insiin.

June 3, 2009 Jazz with Too Human, Jazz Duo featuring Ellen Sctaveand Roger BrundAcclaimed
jazz duo Too Human perfstitmeir unique blend of jazz, R&B, Latin, and fotkisic.

Lectures take place on Wednesday evenings at 7:00wp in the Lang Auditorium

Funded in part by the Friends of the Westfield Atheum



From the Archives: Westfield Theaters in the Latel9" Century

One hundred and twenty years ago, well beforerthention of television or computers, people
spent their evening hours quite differently thandeetoday. In Westfield, the fourth largest cityHamp-
den County in 1889, theater occupied the free bimaany people. Westfield, with a population B3&7,
was a center of the whip and cigar industries waitiustling downtown. The two main theaters were The
Gem Opera House, on Arnold Street, and The Muslk sfaEIm Street. In 1894, Columbia Hall, today’s
School Street Bistro, began hosting performanée4.897, a Woronoco Park theater opened up on West-
ern Avenue, across the street from where West8&dle College is today.

The theaters provided continually changing liveeeiainment. Westfield was a major stop for pro-
fessional companies touring the Northeast; someg®s would come for a one-night engagement; others
would stay in town for a few nights, performingariety of plays throughout the week. Shows were af-
fordable at ten to fifteen cents a seat for childaad twenty to twenty-five cents a seat for admitabout

$6.03 per ticket in today’s terms.

Professional companies typically did not
tour in the summer time, preferring to stay
in their home cities of New York, Boston,
or Philadelphia. A typical theater
“season” ran for 39 weeks with the com-
panies touring around the country. In
Westfield, the theater season usually ran
from September to May, with the occa-
sional show at the beginning of June or at
the end of August. Because Westfield did
not have its own professional company,
theater business was often suspended dur-
ing the summer months.

Westfield residents enjoyed the type of
theater popular in the late "1 @entury.
Minstrel shows, mainstream entertainment
at the time, began in the 1830s and were
hugely popular in town. Minstrel compa-
nies such as the Garmane Brothers and Al
G. Field’s often performed in Westfield.
Classics, such as Shakespeare’s

A Scene from “Miranda” performed by The HopefullgNAAffected Club “Macbeth” and “Hamlet” and melodramas

were popular. These types of plays, like

Hart Jackson’s “The Two Orphans” and Bronson Hovegafthe Banker’'s Daughter” came through West-
field multiple times. Traditional comedies andrdes were performed regularly as well.

On Monday night, October"7 1889, Mr. William Stafford starred in “The DewlMine.” The fol-
lowing Thursday, Chapman and Sellers company partbe comedy “Rag Baby.” During the week of
October 14, 1889, the Gem Opera House showed Thomas E. Blika leading role of “Monte Cristo,”
the next night in a “Corsican Brothers,” and on \Westlay, Mr. Shea again headlined in a melodramatic
performance of “The Strangler of Paris.”



During that October week, tidew York Dramatic Timesgppealed for a correspondent in Westfield
because of the theater here. The trend for an amneeddf local entertainment continued for decaaftsr
the Bijou Dream Theater was closed down due toctwgcerns, the local newspaper published an article
titled “Theater Is Badly Needed,” even though thgefa House, and the Gem Opera House were still
working theaters. In addition to attending profesal performances, Westfield citizens played aivac
role in the entertainment industry. Westfield HBthool students put on plays and musicals, andahd
and chorus had concerts open to the public, just
like they do now. There is record of a Westfield
High School play starring George Searle, who
would later become Westfield's first mayor. The
Y.M.C.A., churches, and social groups also put
on plays, tableaus, and concerts featuring their
own members. The Hopefully Well-Affected
Club put on plays starring local people as the
Westfield Woman’s Club does today. The Club
performed numerous shows, including one piece
written in 1905 by a Westfield woman named
Patty Lee Clark. Clark’s Shakespearean parody,
entitled “The Admirable Miranda” was done by
the Hopefully Well-Affected Club’s all-female
cast many times and went on to gain repute in
much of Massachusetts and beyond. Clark said
that her inspiration stemmed largely from Shake-
speare’s “Hamlet,” “The Tempest,” and “As You
Like It.” The play can still be found today in the
Athenaeum’s archives as well as on amazon.com
or barnesandnoble.com.

Westfield kept up its tradition of tiemwell into the 20 century, building theaters such as Bijou
Dream in 1907, The Gaiety in 1910, The Strand ih71@nd Park Square in 1921. Live shows slowly
changed over to moving pictures until the Strandatér finally closed its doors in 1979. Althoubkre
aren’t any active theaters in Westfield today,ldte 1800s and early 1900s was a rich period irctite
tural history of Westfield, and it is one that dess to be remembered.

~ Ari Choquett@/estfield State College Student Intern

Over the last few months, the Westfield Athenaduohives has processed more collections and adued to our
website (under the research tab). The Lucy DouglHstt collection, a grande dame of Westfield,aals her love of
word puzzles, her philanthropy and commitment tibeloimg the lives of Westfield citizens as wellres wide corre-
spondence with people during both World Wars. ABeeke’s collection, which is largely in newspraaticles, re-
captures her many years of service to Westfieldtheaoncerns of the 1930s and 1950s. We havesrismized the
Fire Department records and photographs that heee donated.

As always, the Athenaeum acquires diaries, ledgersespondence and photographs that relate theddtbife in
Westfield. Please help us to build the archivethabresearchers, genealogists, and citizens offdscan find the
information they want. While the Athenaeum has@ersive collection of colonial material, we areking for
more information on Westfield in the 1930s-1970saiik you!



If you had journeyed down Russell Road in the y@amsediately following the Great War, you would Bazome upon an In-
dian tent and a man busily at work crafting Natraerican style objects for sale in the shop heltidli among the trees that
had once been home to the Algonquians. Perhayesithe war itself that had motivated Joseph Dugpontove away from his
years of work as a printer and journalist, ancheéxclusive pursuit of what to many during thesary seemed like the ways of
a simpler and more natural time, practiced by pegehtler and more peaceful than themselves. thdee very industrializa-
tion of the West struck many as corrupting, andwhe that had now entered its fourth year and wal en its way to consum-
ing more than sixteen million combatants and @wii, only to leave a lasting and devastating impadhe civilization that
created it, was the ultimate confirmation of thidgment.

It was through these very same clouds that Dupmréars to have searched for a ray of sunlight ashbeneath the sky and its
treetop canopy. The American born child of Eli &ida Duport, French Canadian immigrants, Joseghdettled with his
family in their adopted home of Westfield sometibefore he began attending school

there in 1870. Eli would eventually turn from laéoto tinsmith, a craft he would pur-

sue throughout the remainder of his life as an gtarto his son. How much formal

education his son was able to complete is unchkearhy 1880, at age sixteen, Joseph

was already working as a printer for the Hampdeameki a position he would hold for

the next six years while living with his parentgldahree siblings at the family’s home on

Union Street.

Apparently seeking greater opportunity, Duport tb& newspaper in 1887 and entered
into a printing partnership with J.C. Pierrepont, Who three years earlier had attempted
a similar, but short-lived, venture with his brathdhe two now merged their interests,
advertising that “The Business Men of Westfield I5@all on Pierrepont and Duport”

for all their printing needs. This partnership tavould last barely a year before Duport
set himself up as a “Fine Arts Printer” at 185 Bireet, announcing “Colored work
done by my new method, ‘Cuirogravure.” Dupottigsiness would thrive in the years
ahead, moving up and down EIm Street until it edtthto number 111, from where he
offered an ever expanding set of printing servigeduding “Labels for Whip Manufac-
turers, a Specialty.”

Joseph Duport

Yet Duport’s involvement in the commercial life \@festfield seems more from necessity than from plgesbiding interest.

On July 28, 1894, believing that “The time has cdarghe north side to have a paper,” he broughtloefirst issue of The
North Star printed in a small building he is said to havestaucted for this purpose behind his home at 1l &reet. The
weekly’s “policy will be to glorify Westfield anche ‘Canada side’ in particular,” he stated, ovédrsigo be remedied by “a
sheet entertaining to all.” Months earlier, he hsigd himself in the city directory as an “ad&tment writer,” and having
gained a reputation as such, now had a sufficientlrer of clients to sustain his new creation analltow it to grow as more
businesses used its pages to sell their waregilletihby the very prospect of suddenly having almuvoice, he excitedly asked
“Are you with us?” of his readers.

But the journey he now asked them to take had Jeriger purpose than the one explicitly stated, wad, instead, implied in

the cover story that graced his initial offerinig. the fictionalized reminiscence of an old mankiog back on his youth as a
cabin boy on a local canal boat, and seeing howalig changed the town had become in the halfurgrthat had passed, he
notes with deepening sorrow how “The gem of tHieyH stared back at him with a far different fac€The canal has disap-
peared,” and “in place of the warehouse, where, lasy, he had helped in the loading of the boat; stand mammoth foundry
buildings, from whose smoke stacks belch forthhtbebreath of molten iron.” Seeking some “refugdis old age,” the man
must trek a mile up the road to where “a youthfstsing.” When Duport brought The North Starits end three years later, he
echoed these same sentiments with a concludinggadsom John Ruskin, the spiritual father of Endla oppositional Arts
and Crafts Movement: “A nation cannot last as a@yemaking mob, it cannot go on despising literatdespising science,
despising art, despising nature, despising compasand concentrating its soul on Pence.”

Why it was that Duport brought this venture to @sel is unknown. Advertising revenue continueddw fand there was al-
ways something to say. Perhaps his new positi@nreesvspaper correspondent gave him the outleébéead for self-
expression. Or the fact that he was now marriedthe father of three may have played a role. als exhausting to bring out
the journal on his own, and apparently no longerthvthe time and energy expended. As he wouét latite, “ The only re-
ward for running a country weekly is an inner caogsness; but there isn’t a bank in the country Witk cash the inner con-
sciousness.” And so, for the next five years hetavfor others, both journalism and advertisingyaghile continuing on as a
commercial printer to make ends meet. But thetieaesire remained, and while adding the salpfiting devices, rubber
and metal stamps” to his offerings, he announce®iB that he was now available as an “illustratud designer,” as well.

continued on page 9



as SPRING really sprung??? Pussywillows are blogntiulbs are pushing up through the soil, robins
are eagerly digging for worms, and all of the wirdleepers are waking up. The tiny tree we pthlatst
Arbor Day is sprouting new growth... “Greenie” sured/the winter! In the Boys’ and Girls’ Library the
snowy winter books have been reshelved. In theicgolyou will find books about kite flying, basebalhd
warmer spring days. Winter has had a difficultdifeaving us, but it seems we can finally bid iefeell.
A hammock and a good book beckon...

During April we showcase the artwork of childrearfr
Westfield’'s schools in the Jasper Rand Art MuseUine Boys
and Girls’ Library walls will be covered with theasterpieces
of our local preschoolers. Always a favorite tiofehe year....
come take a look!

May finds us preparing for the annual statewide memread-
ing club, during which we offer incentives to kegpldren
reading throughout the summer months. May is atgnme for
teachers to bring their classes for a library Vigitease join us
to learn what the library can offer for people bfages! We'll
share summer reading club info, too! Visit the Band Girls’
Library and/or the Edwin Smith Historical Museum/e’'d love
to meet you! Call 562-6158 to schedule a time \Ri#gim or
Donna.

SUMMER READING CLUB registration begins Monday, &@2?2 for children ages three through high
school. This year we will be participating irSéarship Adventure @ your LibraryStay tuned for many
“out of this world” events for all ages throughdlie summer!

We have a wish list! Again this year, we are segkionations as reading incentive prizes for ourkiyee
raffle drawings for the Summer Reading Club. Sumoh& members log their reading time to earn eaffl
tickets for the prizes generously donated by lbcsinesses and library families. If you can previd

with a prize or gift certificate appropriate foryaage from 3 -18, we would be grateful. Lest weyéd....
we also have a weekly prize drawing for those groyys who faithfully bring their children to the tdry

to participate. Adult prizes welcome! Many thamésll those who have donated in the past....we
couldn’t do it without you!!

As always check our Event Calendar for activitied axplore our wonderful website for a wealth of
information:

http://www.westath.org/kids/events_for_kids.htm

Spring really has sprung and summer is just aroutite corner...we can’t wait!!!



continued from page 6

The first hint of the need to return to producing dwn publication came with the short-lived fourge Evening Heraldh news-
letter of mostly social news and announcement$) s6me advertising copy as well. It appeared, siome daily, in varying
sizes of from approximately one and a half to fimgh squares, issued between September and Novedi@béy and was avail-
able “for the asking at the news-stands, Y.M.Cdams, leading cafes, hotels, stores, etc.” As thenlhg Heraldbegan to see

its last days, The Sunday Morning Heralds born, a beacon of news of the religious lffthe city that appears to have lasted a
little more than a month. That same year, Duplsd ssued what he identified as an “Edition De &liXa little magazine,
probably the smallest ever produced,” one inchty @and a half inches, and 28 pages in length duivers. Duport’s experi-
ment in the craft of fine printing, using a neamyjcroscopic diamond cut font, was a one-time “Sairvef Westfield, MA,”

held in its own miniature envelope and entitled ‘Mwco Valley Magazine” — largely a watch-pockeesjuide to the city
whose praise he wished to “holler” for all visitdoshear.

It is difficult to conceive of Duport remaining siit over the next few years, and other vehicles naa appeared, but the next
surviving publication is a single sheet broadsh tlates from July 1907. The Pequot Daily Bre#fered its readers a daily
playbill of Pequot Park’s vaudeville and movie fatttions,” as well as a small array of advertisetméom local businesses.
That fall, the Whip City Enterprise four-page business and entertainment vehiaaldimake its first appearance and would
continue on into the following summer of 1908. Gsmie that spring would include an illustratiorRafger Williams being
greeted by two “friendly savages,” as Duport wodddgcribe the scene in another ephemeral booklgewifor “Poultry Fanci-
ers” entitled Clucks, Cacklers, and Crowshe image would be used in passing, but itsiccoature was to foreshadow the di-
rection Duport’s final publishing venture, and ttraftwork that was to accompany it, would takehiea toming years.

The Woronoco Valley Calumgtthe little book that breathes of the Fields, Mtains, and all the great Out-of-Doors,” “a pio-
neer blazing its own trail, and following no beatsatk,” made its first monthly appearance thregrgdater in February 1911,
“passing around...a message of good will to everybadd “invit[ing] all true hikers to follow the saen..red-skins and pale-
faces alike.” Duport, however, was a member ofitlsal Metacomet Tribe Improved Order of Red Megraup open only to
“free white men of good moral character.” The cadiction seems not to have troubled him as he Imoidly proclaimed the
commonality of all peoples and the debt owed t@¢hoho had once held sacred the forest retreahichvine had gone to pro-
duce this new voice. From time to time, he woulclude in his journal stereotypically negative jslead caricatures (including
dialect) of Indians, as well as of Blacks, Asiaausg Jews, all common to his time and place ana cdsiugh hardly confined to
that era. And so, from his Mohican Forest ret(émReservation on the Western Frontier of the Wiorm Valley...At the Por-
tals of the Berkshires,” adjacent to Tekoa ParkhenRussell/Westfield border), he abstracted thalittom the real, and called
upon a Native American prayer as a vehicle forditgshis new undertaking: “My brothers, we dweljether on earth in peace
and happiness. The sun warms us by day and tha sfees upon us at night. The merciful Greati§ple who dwells above,
sheds blessing over the whole world. On this day$ give thanks to Him.”

In the years that followed, Duport would cover ataray of topics dealing with local lore, natibhestory, cultural life, the de-
teriorating environment, politics near and far &ftland right, practical matters of daily life,ystical culture with an emphasis
on the out-of-doors, commerce positive and negathepure food movement, moral issues large aradlsamd the Native
American contribution to each of these. Each isfube Calumetas with all of Duport’s print work through theays, was
again composed by hand-set type as he now satthdmiedeloved forest. At the end of the secosaryDuport announced
that the “Seneca Wigwam,” home to the “Press in the
Forest,” would in February 1913, initiate “a lindtgro-
duction of unique totems, Indian arms, den ornament
etc., in the artistically crude backwoods stylé&post-
card of the Wigwam, printed by Duport’s press, was
next added to the line, to be expanded in time wiltier
cards representing a fuller spectrum of native fEop

The establishment of “The Mohican Forest Department
of Arts and Crafts” was announced the followinguan
ary, complete with a collection of arrowheads gegte
from throughout the country, restored and polised
feather trimmed, each accompanied by its historfaas
reminder of vanished tribes...in the struggle that sa
the white invader pushing the redskin out.” Sudh a
cles, along with those Duport himself crafted, were
be used in “fitting up your Indian corner” at hom@a-
noes could be rented at Mohican Forest to better ex
plore “indigenous...New England,” or one could jdire troquois Hiking Club, the Merrimac Forestry Cltite Yamassee Bird



Club, the Wampanoag Botanical Club, or the MicmaolGgy Club; and to better learn of the past, tithadn Study Club pro-
vided instruction, as did the less formal IndiampaFire Talks and Coun-

cils. Participation in each was open to all reltgas of age or gender.

Soon, maple confections, miniature canoes, finalyt@d poetry bound in

birch bark covers, Indian pottery from New Mexiend Navaho blankets

appeared in the Seneca Wigwam shop, and for a whde the blankets

could be bought downtown in his shop at 8 Schoaet a venue known

simply as the Wigwam, “a branch of Seneca Wigwarohidan Forest, on

the Big Trail.”

Over the years, visitors and customers came dowBity Trail from near

and far. Word had spread within this alternativeld; and among those

who made the journey was Elbert Hubbard, a cefigrate in the American
Arts and Crafts Movement and founder of the Roytersf He had come to
Duport’s tent to see what all of the talk was abantl had left much im-
pressed with what he had found. Edward Bigelovtpedf the Aggasiz As-
sociation’s Guide to Naturenade a similar pilgrimage, and went home cele-
brate Duport’s efforts in print and photograph.otiF Miles Out of West-

field, Mass., Going West,” Duport had announcethtoworld, “All Trails

Lead to the Wigwam.”

Duport made his second “escape” from “the newsphpsiness” in Decem-

ber of 1917, issuing the final number of the Caltiarel declaring that he

was “saving the dynamite to open in case | evettgeidea of breaking into

the newspaper business again.” He had sung “disgw of Western Massa-

chusetts” in print for the last time, he believadding only that “in this glo-

rious environment there has developed a race of prend of their mother-

land, loving peace, but quick to respond to théafadrms.” War had been

declared in April and a draft in May, though thestfimajor American victory was still six months awaEconomic downturn
would follow the November Armistice of 1918 as tleed for American goods in Europe rapidly declingtth war’s end and
American troops returned home to spreading jobkssnThe resulting Depression of 1920-1921 wouddasirty percent
drop in prices and a steep decline in consumpéod,with them, the demise of Duport’s sanctuarthasoutside world
pushed its way into his forest.

Along with the troops and the economy, Duport'satinchad died, and he soon was forced to returrptinger’s life under
someone else’s employ. There would be an occdsanticle for the local press, and through his Peke Writing Service,
other assignments would come his way occasionély Beaving the compositor’s room for the lastdim 1927. “A drop of
ink makes millions think,” Duport would print onshhew business card. But there was no joy invtlik. Instead, there is
exhaustion in his voice in these last years, andgh his spirit remained unbroken, it had beentelnasl by the world
through which he had passed, much like that obtlanan whose story he had told so many yearseearfiWere | so situ-
ated that | could break away from things,” he witot@ young friend, the local author Gordon HawkimBo had shared his
“sylvan experiences” as an adolescent assistingBRup setting type for the Calumét would lean very strongly toward a
revival of my ‘noble experiment’ of the woods, altlgh, my physical strength not being what it washduld now confine
myself to the narrower limits of perhaps a goodnng, comfortable cabin, where congenial souls mégisemble, and living
the simple life, get to know the real joy of livingA steaming cup of Mocha or Java, and a delightfidrmality — let kings,
in their pride, sit upon their thrones...But it sedimns decree of Fate that we may never attain @mal$g and alas, we are held
down, slaves to circumstance.”

In his remaining years, Duport would make frequésits to Hawksnest, the cabin in the woods owngtiawkins, who
would drive the weakening Duport back to the fokelsere the two men would share a day of contengaiaind writing, with
Duport comfortably seated in a Morris chair by méawindow through which he could look out at tlumg. Forty years later,
Hawkins would note that his mentor was “a man N@®@lleappreciated by the citizens of Westfield.”dAso it was there that
Duport would continue to compose a journal, “nodebin hand, and alert with my reportorial sengegping an account of
the changing seasons, “far from the tense agomayadrid overwrought with its burden of sin and toith— and at the end of
each day would hand the product of his labors sgphdtégé for safe keeping, a wish that the youag honored into old age.

Duport died at his home of many years at 18 Plae&imeet on January 6, 1934. As if writing his osutogy, he had noted in
one of his many unpublished Hawksnest essays, L'aseDrift,” how “on a day when the sun’s rays peatd the woods
and fell upon the spot where lay the last persigtandful [of snow], | watched its going as onechats at the bedside of a
dying friend. And the end came with just a triajiof a few drops of water to mingle with the leae



ESOL and Adult Basic Education Classes

Do you want to go back to school and brush up adirg,
writing, vocabulary, math or grammar? Do you neeiht-
prove your test scores to enter a GED class ifutuee?
Do you need to learn English for your job or fog tommu-
nity? Do you need help preparing for US citizenship
classes?

Learn at your own pace with the instructor in axed at-
mosphere. Free classes are forming now. Tuesdaysugs-
days 8:30 AM — 11:30 AM

Contact the library at 562-0716. Please leave yaunne and
number with a Reference Librarian. Jonas Barriertees
program instructor, will contact you with more infiaation.
Funding for this program is provided by tbeited Bank
Foundation.

6 Elm St, Westfield, MA 01085
(413) 568-7833
Monday-Thursday 8:30AM-8PM
Friday and Saturday 8:30AM-5PM

Computer Classes

Starting on Tuesday, April 14 at 11:00 a.m., thestfield Athe-
naeum will be offering free introductory computésses on
Tuesday and Friday mornings. The classes will i teea maxi-
mum of seven people, which will allow for moreiwvidualized
instruction.

Volunteer Frank Quirk, of Westfield, has extensixperience
teaching computer classes. Mr. Quirk has a BA fAd@ and an
MA from UMass Amherst. He currently teaches compulesses
at Northeastern University, where he has taughbdhictory com-
puter skills to seniors.

This is an opportunity to brush up on your compsteils or to
learn about the basics of computing in a relaxeendly environ-
ment. Instruction will be offered in the followingreating a re-
sume, gaining proficiency with Microsoft Word angdgél, using
email to communicate with friends and family, séémg the
Internet, etc. Individual questions about compuéerd software
will be addressed in the classes.

To register, please call the Westfield Athenaeudil&8-562-
0716, or stop by in person at the Reference aradrrdtion Ser-
vices Desk.

National Library Week April 12 - 18, 2009

During National Library Week, you will receive oreffle ticket for each day that you check out iteahs
the Westfield Athenaeum. Raffle tickets can be useghter for a chance to win one of the following

baskets on display at the Circulation Desk:

Participants should write their name and phone rarmoh each raffle ticket and place it in the boxtrie
the basket they would like to win. Winners will &ienounced Tuesday, April 21st, 2009.



