WESTVFIELD

ATHENAEUM

From the Director

Two recent renovation projects at the Athenaeum hbag to some dramatic
improvements in meeting room accessibility anch preservation of our historic archival
materials. The Lang Auditorium, our largest meetingm
space, has undergone a complete renovation, imgjuitlie
addition of an automated chairlift which will allothose
with physical impairments to attend programs arlizetthe
space for the first time since it opened in 1927The®
improvements to the auditorium, named after benefac
Florence Rand Lang, include two new air-conditignin
units, new paint, new carpeting on the floor arayst new
lighting fixtures, a restored acoustical ceilingcewtuated
with new LED lights, and new portable, tiered rssérat will add a theater-style effect to
the seating. Forish Construction Co., of Westfieldhs chosen as the main contractor,
overseeing the renovation of both spaces. Ted Carcal building consultant, was also
instrumental in helping to determine the most édfit renovation and use of these spaces.
His volunteer services are very much appreciated!

We also have plans to add a surround-sound syatehprojection unit that will allow

community groups, as well as the Athenaeum, to sliimys and do audiovisual

presentations. The Athenaeum is planning to devafopngoing film series and to show
films based on some of the books that are beind medts book discussion groups. The
Lang auditorium will continue to be available foseuby non-profit community groups
without charge. The room will accommodate up to Ji#bple comfortably and is

conveniently located near the public restrooms len lower level. The Friends of the
Athenaeum have generously donated $3,000 towaedsev period-style lighting fixtures

that will brighten the space and help make it mosable. King Brothers Decorating
Center, of Southwick, also donated a portion ofdbst of the new carpeting.

A second space, located on the third floor, ovsilugp the Great Hall, has also undergone
renovations over the past few months. The thirdrfEpace, which was formerly used for
storage, has been completely renovated into a ®he@ntrolled archival space that will

hold materials in the Athenaeum’s valuable spenidiections. These collections include
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Nearly eighty years ago, economies across the d&bmto a disastrous economic depression thaeths
for a decade. Although the hardships it precipitatéd not begin suddenly, the stock market crash on
October 29, 1929, is considered to be the offibginning of the Great Depression in the UnitedeSta
The Westfield Athenaeum faced many challenges duttiese years. Most striking were the significant
increases in library use paired with library budgss.

In 1927, the Athenaeum completed a sizeable additcthe Fowler-Gillett Homestead building, yet the
extra room it provided proved adequate only unig 11929 stock market crash. By 1930, the rise in
unemployment caused by the economic depressiomliegiraw more patrons to the Athenaeum than ever
before. The library provided a place for peopledad the newspaper, hunt for jobs, or temporasbape
their troubles by loosing themselves in a good bodkis increase in library use unexpectedly cikate
need for additional seating areas. In the fall@80 the small tables in the Reading Room, theatéatin
what is now the Great Hall of the adult library,rev@eplaced with larger tables and extra chairs.even
with the addition of larger tables and additionedting, the library’s reading spaces became crovesedy
evening. More furniture was added in 1931, increg#ie seating accommodations by 50%.

Library use continued to increase throughout therBesion. Only months into this economic downturn,

circulation at the Athenaeum had already increds2d% from the previous year and twenty-five petcen

of Westfield residents held library cards. In 1980culation again rose by 18.8 % percent above the
figures from 1929. Forty per cent of the city’sidesits had library cards by 1931, and circulatimereased

by yet another 14%. Overall circulation from thegip@ing of the depression in 1929 increased 44% by
1933, and just under half of all Westfield residenere using the library.

The books that were purchased by the Athenaeumgltiie Depression years reflected the impact hHeat t
declining economy had on Westfield residents. ThkeeAaeum spent more money on non-fiction than
fiction even though slightly more than half of citation was for fiction. The library built up it®lection

of books on “applied arts” or trades so the thagmployed “may more profitably use their spare tsoe
that, when business returns, they will be prepaoedtep into some higher position, should oppotyuni
offer.” The Athenaeum also reached out to WestBdaltimigrant population by providing Americanizatio
classes, and by purchasing books in the nativeukges of many of these immigrant groups, including
Polish, Italian, Lithuanian, Bohemian, Slovak, FilenGerman, Yiddish and Spanish.

Many of the government programs created under dBresRoosevelt's New Deal were actively involved in
projects at the Athenaeum. Students working undeRA (Federal Emergency Relief Administration)
shelved books at the library. In the early 193@ widow of Louis M. Dewey donated her husband’s
genealogical research manuscripts to the Athena@uer. the course of several years from 1936 to ;1938
the National Youth Administration, part of the WP¥ped copies of Dewey’s handwritten historical kyor
including birth, death, marriage and other genaesdgnaterials. These works are still a valuablg pa

the Athenaeum'’s local history collection. Duringe tBDepression, the Athenaeum also sent its discarded
books to neighboring Citizen Conservation Camp&£©€, which appreciated the entertainment.

The Jasper Rand Art Museum continued to show thd wblocal artists throughout these years as well,
while also hosting traveling art displays from thleiseum of Fine Arts in Boston, the Springfield Art
League, Vose Galleries of Boston, and the AmeriEaderation of Art, which brought Medici prints,

reproductions of Gauguin’s paintings and the warkhany other well-known artists to Westfield.
(Continued on page 3)



It is interesting to note that despite the imphet the Depression had on the library, theretig ldirect
mention of the Depression in the Library’'s Annuap@rts, though the increased usage statistics are
noted each year. Not until the Annual report of39&s is spoken of directly: “An increase of 6719 i
books lent during the past 5 years would seem eavghat the Library has functioned well during this
depression.” The same report notes, “Since 192@nwiard times began, our circulation has shown an
increase of over 100,000 volumes, or 44 percenilevdur incomes from City appropriation and trust
funds have decreased 13.9 percent.” Budget cutedahe Athenaeum to reduce book acquisition, and
by 1939, the Athenaeum’s book buying resources Vi2&% less than they had been before the
Depression began. The 1936 report notes that thextion suffered significantly because of thestscu
With circulation numbers so high, the existing eotlon experienced a substantial increase in wadr a
tear. Yet by 1936, library use and circulation Haggun to return to a more normal level as
unemployment fell, though the library still contedito purchase more replacement books than new
books.

Despite the hardships created by the Depressieri, 983 Athenaeum Annual Report ends on an upbeat
note: “Books are proving anew their worth as tanlpromoting human welfare, and in spite of many
disturbing events, the Athenaeum is pushing forveand becoming a more potent factor for good in the
life of our community.” Perhaps this positive owthois part of the reason why there is little direct
mention of the Depression in the Annual Library B#R The Athenaeum'’s librarians understood the
connection between economic hardship and incredibealy use, and did their best to ease the
hardships that the times created for so many qfateons.
~ Anna Duprey and Kate Deviny

New to Our Collection: Playaways and Modern ScholaGeries

What is a p|ayaway? We are pleased to announce the additi(_)n of several

Modern Scholar series titles to our collection. Mod
Scholar presents a series of recorded, easy torstadd,
high-interest, college-level courses by the greafgssors
who teach at top colleges and universities.

A playaway is a tiny, self-contained audio playEach
playaway contains an entire book. Just plug in pkeades,
portable speakers or FM transmitter and you're yetad

i , udie
listen! New titles from Modern Scholars: 4
Award-
New titles on playaway: Nominated
The Ecological Planet: an Introduction to the Serzes.’
Farewell, my Subarby Doug Fine Earth’s Major EcosystemsProfessor John
Double Tapby Steve Martini Kricher of Wheaton College

At Home in Mitfordoy Jan Karon
Dead Watcltby John Sandford
Searching for Paradise in Parker, RA Kris Radish

Islam and the WestProfessor Seyyed Hossein Nasr of George
Washington University

The Heroinedy Eileen Favorite Shakespeare: the Seven Major TragediPsofessor Harold
Flyy Girl by Omar Tyree Bloom of Yale University

The Naming Of_ the Dedy Ign Rankin Masterpieces of Western MusiProfessor Jeffrey Lependorf of
The Shape Shiftday Tony Hillerman Columbia University

Blue Shoes and Happindsg Alexander McCall Smith
Ten Big One$y Janet Evanovich
The Soul Thielby Charles Baxter
Bones to Asheasy Kathy Reichs
Daddy’s Girlby Lisa Scottoline

The People and the Ballot: a History of AmericanithRal Par-
ties- Professor Joshua Kaplan University of Notre Dame

Global Warming: Global ThreatProfessor Michael B.
McElroy of Harvard University




Lang Auditorium Restoration

Colorful, stained glass light fixtures grace
the acoustical domed ceiling of the newly
restored Lang Auditorium. The photo on the
left shows the main lighting fixture in the
center of the Auditorium. The photo below
shows one on the fixtures that hang in each
corner of the room, which has been made
handicapped accessible for the first time.

Westfield History Mural

Muralist David Fichter has completed a conceptualvitrg of the Westfield History Mural, which wgs
presented to the Board of Directors in June. Mechtér is continuing to research the history of \Welst,
including the people who helped shape the commusiitye it was established in 1669. Part of the imura
will be presented for public viewing during the ZthnualColonial Harvest Day on Saturday, Septemier
27th as one of several of the day’s events thdttakk place on the grounds of the Athenaeum. Tihe-A
naeum is grateful to the Trustees of Westfield Aray for providing the funding for the Westfield ktisy
Mural which will commemorate the our 140th anniaeys(1868 ~ 2008). A brochure listing and desci
each of the elements, including all of the peoplaces and events depicted in the mural, will leated a
a guide for viewers. A formal dedication ceremonl take place at the completion of the mural.

n

vJ

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Clags

Jonas Barrientos, the Athenaeum’s ESOL instruetdl,again be teaching English language classes$londay
and Wednesday mornings this fall, with an orieotatbn September 3rd in the Committee Room. Anyoiber-i
ested in registering for the classes, which ard lreEnglish, can sign up now by calling the Refieeeand Infor-
mation Services Desk at 562-0716.

These classes have been made possible by the genm#gwmoations of Westfield Gas & Electric, The Regio
Employment Board of Hampden County Inc., The Comitgufoundation of Western Massachusetts and WalMart
of Westfield.



(Continued from page 1)

rare, one-of-a-kind handwritten documents datiagklto the 1700s, which pertain to the history a#stfield and
its environs. These documents are currently storéao attics, in less than ideal conditions, doehte fluctuations
of temperature and humidity.

The renovated space is now fully enclosed behisdlated, tempered glass, and is now air-conditionextder to
maintain optimum conditions that will help presethese vital documents for future generations. flb@rs have
been sanded and refinished, new lighting has bestalied, and a research area with a computer tatits is
being added in order to allow for greater accesan easier examination of these important arcldeauments.
Eventually, some of these documents, photograptso#irer historical materials will be scanned angitidied in
order to make them available to researchers viavéie

A fundraising committee, led by honorary chair &mdaner City Councilor Barbara Swords, has beenbiisteed to
raise the necessary funds for these projects. Oidrdising committee has set a goal of raising §1I34) coinciding
with the 148" anniversary of the Athenaeum that is now beinghielted. The Athenaeum received a major boost
to this recently when Westfield Bank announced @,0 donation from its Future Fund. These fundsagotly
named, as they will indeed be used to help stremgthe mission of the Athenaeum, allowing us tovigi® a
dramatically enhanced community meeting spacewihblbe accessible to all, now and in the future.

More announcements about the fundraising campaigna#out ways that you can help us meet our gdalbei
forthcoming.

If you are interested in reserving the Lang Auditor for a community meeting or program, please kpeith a
member of the Reference and Information Servica$. /e look forward to making future announcemeatdtsut
programs the Athenaeum will be sponsoring in thesderfully restored space.

~ Christopher Lindquist

JASPER RAND ART MUSEUM NEWS

July: Norma Heim

Ms. Heim grew up in the Midwest and Mid-Atlanticcas. She graduated with a degree in art from theelsity of Maryland,
and following graduation, moved to San Francisc@mhshe began exhibiting her work. She eventuattyed to Southern
California and exhibited in galleries in the Losghes area, Laguna Beach and San Diego while litiage. In the 1980s, she
moved to the East Coast and exhibits followed eWmashington DC metropolitan area. Ms. Heim releddab Massachusetts in
2006. This is her first exhibit in New England. Wehworking prolifically in various media for theda30 years, Ms. Heim has
also worked professionally as an art and medieacttire writer and editor for corporations such agtNimp, AlliedSignal and
The Washington Post. She currently is employechbylniversity of Massachusetts Amherst. The tiflaey exhibit is Absolu-
tion Comes Cheap. Norma encourages people to stapebWestfield Athenaeum during July, and enjogsth mixed-media
pieces depicting irregular assemblies of angelindss ethereal landscapes and unique historicaiegiés.

August: Albert Addison Woodruff

This exhibit will feature photographic works andIvaie titled "Pictorialism." Al is a Westfield ragent and is an active fund-
raiser for the First Congregational Church. Hel$® anvolved in documenting the history of the atturAl has developed his
art photography over the past few years and hashmatnber of successful exhibits in Westfield, &autk and Blandford. Al
says he tries to make his pictures interestingoAtiog to Al, "My display is not about me, it is@ld the pictures.”

September:Joan Steinmeyer

Joan works in watercolor, oil and pastel. Her fageosubjects are landscape, flowers, animals, pe@pld seascapes. Her major
awards include a Massachusetts Arts Lottery GranBbtanical Watercolors, Academic Artists AssdoiatFirst Prize Graph-
ics, and the United States Coast Guard George BExagllence Award. Joan has taught watercolor ctaaséhe Connecticut
Valley Historical Museum. She has also participatethe Coast Guard Art Program, which includedtahi®g and painting
scenes from every day Coast Guard life while abtleedJSCG ship Eagle. "Art for me is very much tiecclose observation
of the things in nature,” according to Joan. “Sgaiolor, form and the effects of light in the plogiworld, as well as the es-
sence of my subject, is what | strive to express."”



BOYS AND GIRLS LIBRARY

The Boys’ & Girls’ Library has gone for the summer!

The 2008 Summer Reading Club has kicked off, arsdy#ar’'s theme i8Vild Reads @ Your Library.
There are two different versions of the club, ooedhildren ages 3 through grade 5 and the othrer fo
teens in grades 6 though 12.

This year’s theme will easily keep the excitemearmhg the whole seven weeks that the clubs run (June
239 through August®), from wild programs created by the librariansliming Wild Game Day, Wild
Monster Story Time, and a Passport to Wild Plagejigits by professional performers, such as Wing-
masters — Birds of Prey and Magician Ed PopieldecABrizes will also be raffled off each week... and
don’t be surprised if you see people walking arounith wild hats

and hair!

One of the reasons for the summer reading clubsiansuccess
the generous support the community shows each yeacal busi-
nesses and residents have donated many of thes przegive ou
during the festivities (over 150 prizes in all!).

At this time of year, we are especially grateful iee generous su
port of the Kiwanis Club of Westfield. Each yedrey donate
$1,000 to the Boys' & Girls’ Library. That moneyables us ti
bring in performers who would not have otherwiserbavailable
This summer, the money is being used to bring imNoChang fo
two Chinese cooking programs (one for children ane for teens),
and two visits from the Forest Park Zoo on the ®é are deeply grateful for their continued support

With all of these programs, we are sure to be lgaainoaring good time all summer long!

YOUNG ADULTS

Teen Game Time
Thursdays 3:30-5:00 PM

DDR~ Board

Games
~ Open to students in grades 6-
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Introducing Anna Duprey ~ Reference Librarian

Greetings! My name is Anna Duprey and | joined thbehaeum staff as a Reference and Information Ser-
vices Librarian at the beginning of June. In midyMhgraduated from Simmons College with a Masi2es
gree in Library and Information Science. | am thdlto be a member of the
Westfield Athenaeum staff!

While enrolled at Simmons | worked at several lilms in Western Massachu
setts, both public and academic. | had a yearlefgyence internship at the Wil
liston Memorial Library at Mount Holyoke Collegen iSouth Hadley. | also
worked at the Forbes Library in Northampton asfaremce librarian. Most re-
cently, | was the audiovisual collection developindsrarian at the Greenfield
Public Library. These positions and my course warkSimmons prepared me
well for my position here at the Athenaeum.

| was drawn to library work for a number of reasdBsth my father-in-law and
his mother are librarians, though they are bothegt My favorite aunt is a li-
brarian at the New York Public Library. These induels were a source of inspi
ration for me as | was trying to decide what typ&oaduate program to attend.
My personal interests also played a role in my slenito become a librarian. The public library\pdes the
perfect environment for me to make use of many pkirengths and hobbies.

When making nonfiction purchasing decisions or arévg reference questions, | find that my varig@riasts
come in quite handy. | am a serious baseball fahran my own Yahoo! Fantasy Baseball league. Fgntas
sports are apparently very popular among libraribesjoyed reading David Halberstam’s “The Teanmagat
and “The Summer of '49.” Both are excellent boo&s Red Sox fans. For folks interested in learnirmyen
about Fantasy Baseball, | would recommend Sam Walkédarious “Fantasyland: a season on baselaliz-

tic fringe.” Walker's title is catchy but Fantasya&eball aficionados are not lunatics! We are jesy enthusi-
astic and opinionated about baseball.

One of my favorite Pioneer Valley activities is kiitg up my weekly farm share from the CSA farm
(Community Supported Agriculture) that my husband &belong to. From June to November the farm &eep
my kitchen supplied with lovely, fresh produce. Muaf my time outside of the library is spent coakiend
reading cookbooks. | especially love to read cookisaand food magazines while | eat. My latest faeas
Mark Bittman'’s “How to Cook Everything VegetariarBittman’s book is filled with recipes for every agin-
able variety of produce. | also frequent www.epicus.com, which offers recipes from Gourmet Magegzin
Bon Appetit and other food magazines. I'm a big dathe Cooks lllustrated Best Recipe series atagetheir
bi-monthly cooking magazine. We have several ofBhet Recipe cookbooks in the Athenaeum'’s collectio
There are several non-fiction food books that &rgoyed lately including “The Omnivore’s Dilemmaia
“In Defense of Food” by Michael Pollan. Both bodksve changed the way | think about cooking andgati
One of my favorite ways to cook food is outsidetba charcoal grill. | do not limit myself to faireather
grilling. | will grill in most weather conditionsncluding snow in the middle of January, as longhesfood
will cook! Lately I've been making grilled pizzagith unusual toppings from the recipe in Cook’sidlirated
“The Best Recipe” cookbook.

I've been a birdwatcher since grade school andyrégave my house without my binoculars and onenore
bird books. In the winter | search the trees foreRErosbeaks and Crossbills. In the spring | widcmigrat-
ing wood warblers as they follow the ConnecticuieRito their summer destinations. Lately, I've cotoéda-
vor “The Sibley Guide to Birds” as my birding biblkém also a big fan of David Attenborough’s natyme-
grams, especially his “Life of Birds” series.

As you can tell, I am mostly a non-fiction readehich is good because | will be doing a lot of rimtion
book purchasing at the Athenaeum. | would lovegbrgcommendations from you for books that you woul
like to see at the Athenaeum. | look forward to timgeyou at the reference desk!
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Save the date!

T he 5th annuaColonial Harvest Day will be held on

and around the grounds of the Athenaeum on Saturday
September 27th from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Rain date -

September 28th). The Boys’ and Girls’ Library vk
offering colonial arts and crafts for children atigre

will be live music and dancing, a Revolutionary War
encampment, delicious food and drink, colonial demo

strators, a wide variety of crafts vendors, honseath

hay rides, live theatre and more!

Visit www.westfieldonweekends.ordor more details.

Basketball Hall of Fame

Hancock Shaker Village
Mystic Aquarium

New England Air Museum
Norman Rockwell Museum
Springfield Museums

Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art

Borrow a Museum Pass Today!

Thanks to the generosity of the Friends of the WisddtAthenaeum, Westfield residents can resersiaeum pass online or
visiting or calling the Reference and Informaticer8ces desk. Passes are currently available for free or redackuission t¢
the following museums and parks. Cheokw.westath.orgfor changes or additions to this list.

Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute
Massachusetts Parks Pass

Old Sturbridge Village
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