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Meltzer’s ‘Tough Times’ wins First Hurst Book Prize 
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On May 7th, the first annual Carol Otis Hurst Children's Book 
Prize will be awarded.  In speaking of her mother, daughter Jill 
Hurst noted that, "Many knew Carol Otis Hurst, a lifelong 
Westfield resident, as a teacher and a school librarian, but most 
especially knew her warm laughter and easy smile. She was a 
nationally-known storyteller, lecturer, author, and language arts 
consultant. Born in Springfield, Massachusetts, Carol taught for 
many years in Westfield. Her interest in children's books led her to 
school library work and it was during her years as librarian at 
Juniper Park School that storytelling, which had always been part 
of her life, took an even larger role. For the rest of her life she 
wrote many articles and taught at colleges and universities around the country on the subject 
of literature, whole language, and storytelling. She worked with audiences in all fifty states as 
well as several other countries.  In her sixties Carol began writing books for children. Her 
titles include Through the Lock, Rocks in His Head (a Boston Globe-Horn Book Honor Book), 
The Wrong One, In Plain Sight, A Killing in Plymouth, You Come to Yokum, Torchlight, and 
Terrible Storm." 
 
Carol Otis Hurst died at home on January 22, 2007, at the age of 73. To honor her memory 
and in recognition of her ongoing gifts to generations of people, young and old, the Westfield 
Athenaeum established the Hurst Prize this past year using donations made in her memory. 
This prize is awarded each year to a book, written either for children or young adults, which 
best portrays an aspect of the New England experience. 

 
The Athenaeum is pleased to announce that the first 
recipient of the Hurst Prize is Milton Meltzer, a Worcester 
native and the multiple award winning author of over one 
hundred nonfiction and fiction books. The book for which 
the prize will be given is Tough Times, a story of 
adolescence during the difficult days of the Great 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The turn of the twentieth century was a time of rapid change and 
expansion for the Westfield Athenaeum. In 1899, the library moved its 
quarters from its original home on Main Street to its new location in the 
Fowler-Gillett homestead. During this period, the Athenaeum published a 
monthly bulletin that included book lists, recent additions to the collection, 
and general information about the library’s holdings and circulation. In 
May 1901, the library reported 2899 registered readers. The library's 
reading room was open every weekday from 9 AM to 9 PM, as well as on 
Sundays from 2 PM to 6 PM. Originally, one librarian at a yearly salary of 
$400 was all that was required to run the library. By 1909, the Athenaeum 
had increased its staff to a librarian, two assistants, and a janitor, and used 
the labor of its library trainees (see page 3) to keep the library running 
smoothly as circulation steadily increased through the years. In 1911, the 
library began circulating games to children in order to keep them at home 
“instead of loafing on the streets, and also recognizing the educational 
value of many amusements.” Reports and newspaper articles over the next decade show rapid growth in patronage 
and circulation, as well as calls for additional library staff, funds, and space, including the repeated suggestion that a 
branch library be established on the north side of town.  
 
During World War I, the Athenaeum participated in a campaign to collect books for servicemen that resulted in a 
total of 1500 volumes donated by the community. The Athenaeum also distributed helpful pamphlets on using 
cornmeal (as wheat flour was now scarce), provided recipes and seeds to patrons, and sponsored a “Happy Jack Thrift 
Club” for children to support the war effort by purchasing War Savings stamps. A portion of the reference room was 
made into a “war room” where all war-related materials were kept, including government publications, war posters, 
and Red Cross notifications. The directors also voted to close the reading room for many of its customary hours in 
order to conserve fuel.  
 
Library Expansion 

 
Milton Burrall Whitney, a distinguished lawyer and politician, served as 
President of the Athenaeum from 1893 until his death on September 8, 1915. 
In his will, he bequeathed the library the substantial sum of $80,000 to be used 
to expand the library building. As a result, today’s library is still named in his 
honor. The building project for which his gift served as seed money did not 
actually come to fruition until the mid-1920s, after several other donors also 
contributed. In 1923, Mrs. Florence Rand Lang, a former Westfield resident, 
donated $50,000 for the addition of an art museum in honor of her father and 
grandfather, both named Jasper Rand, as well as contributing money for the 
development of the Lang Auditorium. Senator Frederick Gillett and his sister, 
Lucy Gillett, donated $15,000 to remodel their ancestral home, the Fowler-
Gillett house, in which the Boys’ and Girls’ Library is now located. When the 

“new” library was dedicated in 1899, the collection numbered 17,119 books. When the expanded library was 
dedicated on April 22, 1927, the library held 42,000 volumes with an annual circulation of approximately 134,000. 
During the construction of the enhanced facility, these books and periodicals were removed from the library and 
stored in the east wing of the United States Whip Company’s plant on Main Street, where the library had originally 
been located.  

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Mrs. Whitney turns the first spade of 
earth for the expanded library. 

“…the people’s university of to-
day is a free public library of well 
chosen books. This Athenaeum is 
Westfield’s university. Its doors 
open freely to all her citizens, 
wise and simple, rich and poor 

alike. It knows no social distinc-
tions, no party, cast or sect. Its 

teachers are the greatest, the wis-
est and the best of all ages and 

climes.”   
 

M.B. Whitney’s “Historical Address” 
upon the dedication of the new library, 

March 6, 1899 
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Library Training Program 
 
Between 1901 and 1926 (when it was discontinued “temporarily” during the construction of the expanded library), 
the Athenaeum offered an intensive certificate program in Library Training for young women with high school 
degrees or equivalent training. The course was free of charge, but participants worked 36 hours a week at the library 
as probationers and 42 hours a week as apprentices for nine and a half months (October through July), with an 
additional 18 hours a week devoted to private study and recitation. Library work included staffing the reference 
room, the circulation desk, and the children’s room, cataloging, binding and repairing books, and shelving. The first 
training class of four pupils graduated in 1909, and included Theodora Simmons, Adella Green, Gertrude Martin, 
and Sally H. Emery. Courses in “Library Economy” included Library Administration, Cataloging, Bibliography, 
Reference Work, and Children’s Work. Studies also included general educational courses in American and English 
literature. Applicants were sought who had “a pleasing personality when dealing with the public, the ability to do 
detail work with speed and accuracy, and a good background of general education.” The Springfield Public Library 
also conducted a similar training class from 1898 until at least 1920. The 1922 application to Westfield’s Library 
Training Course asked candidates “are you well and strong?” and included questions about religious faith, business 
and library experience, education, languages, and typewriting skills, the latter a reflection of the period’s 
technological requirements that would see a dramatic change by century’s end. The next installment of the 
Athenaeum’s history will be published in the Westfield Evening News in April. 

         The Westfield Athenaeum continues to celebrate its 140th anniversary with a year-long calendar of events. 
To mark its opening day on January 1, 1868, a birthday party was held at which the Athenaeum received congratul-
atory words from Governor Deval Patrick, U.S. Congressman John Olver, State Senator Michael Knapik, State 
Representative Donald Humason, Jr., and Westfield Mayor Michael Boulanger. Staff were outfitted in Victorian 
clothing from our extensive museum collection.   
 
             The celebration continued in February with an “I Love My Library” Valentine’s Day event, complete with 
book shaped cakes in the adult and children’s areas, pink lemonade, and paper hearts on which patrons could 
publicly express what they most loved about the Athenaeum. A Community Craft Night followed in March, during 
which highly skilled local artisans displayed and discussed their crafts. May 7th will bring the presentation of the 
first annual Carol Otis Hurst Children’s Book Prize (see page 1), named for the highly regarded children’s author 
and Westfield resident, to award-winning young adult author Milton Meltzer. On June 11th, the Athenaeum’s 
director, Christopher Lindquist will give an illustrated talk on the early history of the Athenaeum and its founders. 
Please check our website (www.westath.org) for dates, times, and other details. 
 
             As part of our celebratory year, our future plans this fall include a presentation by Dr. Evan Dobelle, 
President of Westfield State College, the formal unveiling of the Westfield History Mural  being created by 
nationally-known muralist David Fichter, the fourth annual Westfield Colonial Harvest Day on the grounds of the 
Athenaeum, a Treasures of the Athenaeum exhibit in the Jasper Rand Art Museum in November, and the first 
annual Edwin Smith Family Distinguished Speaker Award, which will be an annual lecture sponsored by the 
Board of Directors, to be given by an author, historian, or lecturer distinguished in his or her field. A committee 
including staff and members of the Board is currently reviewing a list of candidates for this award. 
 
             We will also be celebrating National Library Week April 13-19. Anyone who comes in during that week 
will have a chance to win one of four wonderful gift baskets created by the staff, which will be drawn on Tuesday, 
April 22. Each basket will have a theme, including a beach basket, a wine basket, a garden basket, and a “surprise” 
basket in the Boys and Girls Library. Cake and refreshments will be served as we celebrate the importance of 
libraries, librarians, and library workers and the special place they hold in our society. The theme chosen by the 
American Library Association to mark the 50th anniversary of National Library Week is “Join the circle of 
knowledge @ your library.” I hope you will join us in celebrating both this special anniversary and the 140th 
anniversary of the Athenaeum’s founding.  

~ Christopher Lindquist 

From the Director 



M ore than once, Westfield's citizens have had an impact on a national scale. Such a person was Philip A. Payton, 
Jr., the “Father of Colored Harlem” and the son of Philip Payton, Sr., who had moved to Westfield from New York 
in 1872. Philip Sr. had a barber shop at 83 Elm Street where he also created and sold hair tonics, and trained two of 
his sons to be barbers. In time, he also invested in real estate and owned 79-83 Elm Street. Mrs. Annie Payton, Philip 
Jr.’s mother,  was a hair dresser and an “Importer and Manufacturer of all kinds of Hair Goods.” Philip Jr., the 
second of four children, was born in 1876. He attended Westfield School, where he was active in sports, and then 
went on to become a student at the Normal School and at Livingstone College in North Carolina in 1893. 
Unfortunately, he did not complete his schooling due to a football 
injury that laid him up for nearly a year. 

Philip Jr. subsequently moved to New York City in April of 1899, 
where he worked first as a barber. He married Maggie P. Lee in June of 
1900, the year in which he began to work as a porter in a real estate 
office. It was there that he found his true vocation, and by October,  he 
and a partner opened a real estate office in the Tenderloin district of 
Manhattan near where Penn Station would be built years later, but 
which was at that time a “negro” neighborhood. One of their 
advertisements read:  "COLORED TENEMENTS WANTED/Colored 
man makes a specialty of managing colored tenements; references; 
bond./Philip A. Payton, Jr., agent and broker, 67 W. 134th.” Philip later 
spoke of this time as hard and his cash on hand very low (ten cents for 
bus fare and five for lunch). In those early days Maggie, his wife, 
sewed and worked day jobs to keep the family going. His partner 
withdrew from the company when annual gross receipts totaled only 
$125.  

New York at this time was booming; the elevated train had already been extended into Harlem by the1880s. Many 
developers had quickly built apartment buildings in anticipation of the Lexington subway connecting Harlem to 
downtown, in the hope of avoiding the new housing regulations that would take effect in 1901. Though developers 
were rushing to build row upon row of elegant brownstones, a newspaper ad aimed at the city's white elite noted: 
''Great care is taken of the property to preserve its exclusive appearance, and a general air of being well looked after 

pervades the surroundings.'' While rents in the city's working-class neighborhoods 
typically ranged from $10 to $18 a month, in upscale Harlem they started at $80. ''It 
looks as if everybody will be rushing up here from downtown before long,'' one 
observer predicted. People were dreaming big– polo was  played on  grounds that later 
became home to the New York Giants baseball team in 1899, and Oscar Hammerstein 
opened the Harlem Opera House on East 125th Street, later to be incorporated into the 
world famous Apollo Theater. However, the brownstones stayed empty when the 
subway was delayed and those seeking new housing went elsewhere in the city. Real 
estate prices soon fell precipitously.  

 
At first, African American would-be tenants found only rejection, as had the Jews and 
the Irish who had attempted to integrate a generation earlier. But by 1904, with 
hundreds of houses standing empty, Payton approached several landlords on Harlem’s 
east side with an offer to fill their empty or near empty houses with tenants. Gradually, 

Payton was able to find black tenants for a building on 134th, but when blacks next began to move in west of Lenox 
Avenue, whites in the area quickly created the Hudson Realty Company to buy  those few properties occupied by 
black people and evict them. In response and with the help of eleven business partners, Payton created the Afro-
American Realty Company in order to buy other property and evict its white residents. At one point, the Afro-
American Realty Company sold three buildings on West 135th Street to the Hudson Realty Company, and when the 
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Westfield High School Football team ~ 1895 
Philip Payton is front row right (his brother an-

chors the front row on the left) 
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J A S P E R  R A N D   
A R T  M U S E U M  E X H I B I T S  

April  Westfield Schools  
“Student Art Month” showcases the talents of many local art students in Westfield schools, both public and private. 
Barbara Trant of Volunteers in Westfield Schools (VIPS) helps coordinate this annual art exhibit. Creativity, talent, 
and imagination are in abundance and the art teachers in Westfield do a wonderful job to nurture these budding art-
ists. The Boys and Girls Library will also display student artwork in April. Citizens Scholarship Foundation is also 
exhibiting stories of people for whom scholarships are named, which can be seen in the glass display cases and side 
cabinets. 
 

May  John (JP) Briggs 
Photographer, author, and Western CT State University Distinguished Professor John (JP) Briggs of Granville re-
turns to the Jasper Rand with another signature photography exhibit, entitled “Cloud and Stone.” The exhibit of ap-
proximately 80 fine art photographs will include several sequences and panoramas of clouds unfolding and light 
moving across stone. According to JP, “both clouds and stones come to life with the light that imbues them. For a 
moment in the light the cloud may seem as permanent as the stone, the stone as transient as the cloud.”  
 

June Lucinda (Cindy) Tavernise 
Lucinda Tavernise, also of Granville, is returning to the art gallery to exhibit her oil landscapes. Her paintings can be 
seen on her website at www.lucindatavernise.com. An artist and landscape designer with a strong background in the 
fine arts, Lucinda has been an art instructor at Westfield State College, The Ethel Walker School, Northwest CT 
Community College, and the University of Wisconsin. She also designed the expanded Granville Town Green and 
has done illustrations for books by author and photographer John Briggs.  

white-owned company promptly evicted the black tenants and filled the buildings with whites, Mr. Payton retaliated 
by buying two adjacent properties and evicting the white tenants in favor of blacks. Soon, many whites fled the area, 
leaving their deserted houses and mortgages behind and forcing the banks to foreclose and housing prices to drop. 

 
By 1914, as African Americans continued to leave other areas of New York City and move to Harlem, three quarters 
of the city’s black population lived there, with Payton in the forefront of the accelerated process of buying and 
leasing quality housing. He thus became the "Father of Colored Harlem," a place with its own churches, shops, 
theaters, jazz clubs, and social and civic groups. From 1904 to 1907, Payton's company alone controlled 34 
apartment buildings which housed 3,500 blacks. However, the recession of 1907-08, and a civil suit brought  by ex-
partners that exposed the realty company's fragile position, caused Payton to declare bankruptcy in 1908. (Payton 
was inclined to take risks and not have funds on hand.) Payton continued in real estate and rebounded financially 
before his death in 1917 at his country house in New Jersey. Harlem, the world's largest black enclave outside of 
Africa, continued to grow and to provide its people and the city with a vibrant dwelling space, and the fertile ground 
on which the “Harlem Renaissance,” that cultural flowering which included such prominent figures as Paul Robeson, 
Billie Holliday, Claude McKay, Langston Hughes, Josephine Baker, and Duke Ellington, could take root. 
 

Hurst Prize (Continued from page 1) 

Depression. It is a wonderful evocation of the period and its effect on the experiences of a young man transitioning 
into adulthood. It was just one of two books Meltzer authored in 2007, the other being a highly regarded biography 
of Henry Thoreau. 
 
Mr. Meltzer will turn 93 the day after the award ceremony, and he has asked his daughter, Amy Meltzer, to receive 
the award on his behalf and to present his remarks on that occasion.  The night of May 7th promises to be a 
particularly special evening, and we look forward to hosting many such gatherings in the years ahead. We hope to 
see all of you join us at 7:00 PM to celebrate the life and contributions of Carol Otis Hurst and honor the 
achievement of a nationally renowned author. 



The first three months of 2008 have been a very 
busy time in the Boys’ & Girls’ Library, and the next 
three months will bring more of the same.   

During February school vacation week, we of-
fered a variety of programs, which were enjoyed by par-
ents and kids alike. We had a Winter Picnic, minus the 
ants, watched the Aristocats on our new BIG SCREEN, 
and had a visit from Magician Sherid Adams. The only 
thing that could stop the fun at the library was snow. 
The winter weather made us reschedule the Teen Game 
Day, TWICE! 

As we head into spring, the Boys’ and Girls’ Li-
brary is planning a number of great activities. April is 
National Poetry Month, which means the return of our 
Annual Poetry Contest. The contest is open to children 
in the 1st through 12th grades, and prizes will be 
awarded at each grade level. A new special prize will be given to the class that has the most entries. Submissions 
may be turned into the Boys’ & Girls’ Library between Tuesday, April 1st and 5:00 PM Saturday, April 26th.    

April also brings another school vacation, and we’ll be ready with lots of activities. On Saturday, April 
19th, join the Nancy Drew Clue Crew for a scavenger hunt that will continue until the 1:00 PM showtime of the 
new Nancy Drew movie. Celebrate Earth Day with a craft all day on Tuesday, April 22nd. Wednesday, April 
23rd, is for horse lovers! Miss Lisa’s pony storytime focuses on this much beloved animal. Stories, a craft, songs, 
and more will be enjoyed by children in kindergarten and 1st grades. Young pirates might just walk the plank on 
Thursday, April 24th. Mr. Dan will share stories, songs, and a craft with young swashbucklers, buccaneers, and 
landlubbers alike, as long as they are in grades 2-4. “Pizza and a Movie Day” will return with a showing of Alvin 
and the Chipmunks on Friday, April 25th. Due to the popularity of the program, registration will be required! On 
Saturday, April 26th, children ages 3-5 will be able to Plant a Pine with Miss Donna to celebrate Arbor Day! We 
will listen to tree stories, do fingerplays ,and everyone will get a sapling to plant at home! Many thanks to Fran 
Hartnett, at Westfield Home and Garden, for donating the tiny trees. 

All this fun is a preview for our Summer Reading Club 2008, which begins June 23rd and ends August 
8th. This year’s theme is Wild Reads, and we plan to have a number of live animals and wild activities. Keep 
your eyes peeled and watch out, because the library will be Where the Wild Things Are!!! 

 
As usual, space is limited for most programs. Watch for registration dates and give us a call at 413-562-

6158 ext. 5 to claim your spot! 

B O Y S  A N D  G I R L S  L I B R A R Y 
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Y O U N G  A D U LT S 

Teen Game Time  
             Thursdays 3:30-5:00 PM 

����  DDR~   ������������	�
���
� Board Games  

~ �����	��
	��
� Open to students in grades 6-12 
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I n t r o d u c i n g  S a n d y  R e c o r d s - C i r c u l a t i o n  S t a f f  
I am pleased to have this opportunity to introduce myself to the 
Westfield Athenaeum Community, and to thank all of you whom I 
have already met for your warm welcome. I recently joined the Cir-
culation & Outreach Services staff, and look forward to seeing each 
of you at the circulation desk.  
 
First, a little about myself. As a dreamer and a reader, I have always 
wanted to be a librarian. For my eighth birthday, my parents gave 
me a bicycle with a basket on the front and permission to ride to the 
library. This is the only birthday present I remember, and the one I 
used the most, making almost daily visits. It would be many years 
before I was able to realize my dream of working in a library, and it 
happened quite by accident. On a whim in 1995, I left a job applica-
tion at the local library. One day, months later, I came home to find a 
message to call the library. Oh no, I thought, I returned my books on 
time, what can this be? To my surprise and delight, they offered me 
a position in Technical Services (where materials are prepared be-
fore they go on the shelves). A few years later, I joined the Emily Williston Memorial Library in Easthampton 
where I wore many hats. My time was divided between adult and youth services, and although my primary posi-
tion was at the circulation desk, I gained experience in reference, reader’s advisory, reading groups, programs 
and events, and collection development. Westfield now offers me all those things I loved most about Easthamp-
ton, but in a larger setting: friendly service-oriented staff, community involvement, and a responsive collection 
development position, about which I would like to say a few things. 
 
Selecting and ordering books for the adult fiction collection is a large part of my job here at the Athenaeum, and 
there are many types of fiction to choose from: bestsellers, first time or debut novels, literary fiction, short story 
collections, classics and series novels, mystery, fantasy and science fiction, horror, historical fiction, romance, 
westerns and general fiction. The library prefers to buy hardcover (because of durability) and larger paperback 
books, as well as books on tape or CD. In order to have a well-rounded collection that satisfies our patrons’ re-
quests and offers variety and interest for browsing and exploring, I first make sure that we are getting all books 
published by the most popular authors. The demand for these is predictable, so we have a long list of established 
authors and automatically order all their new novels. We also try to complete a series if it has been popular. 
Other essential purchases are award winners and nominees, New York Times bestsellers, and well-reviewed de-
but novels. 
 
Then I begin to think in terms of genres, and try to proportionately match these to the numbers of  readers who 
enjoy them. Westfield readers seem to appreciate novels about contemporary life- “chick-lit” and “guys read,” 
non-traditional families, and novels that deal with political issues, world affairs, or personal growth. I try to bal-
ance the number of tragic and serious novels with others that are light and humorous. Less popular are magical 
realism, short stories, and works in translation. I myself am partial to books that tell me about a way of life that I 
otherwise would not know, and so, within these topics and genres, I try to find at least a few books about a time, 
place, or culture that has not been popularly explored, or books that offer a completely new perspective on the 
familiar.  
 
Occasionally I will order a book that is obscure and unknown just because it is beautifully written or very pro-
vocative. I believe it is part of a library’s role to offer something beyond the expected and predictable, to be the 
key to new thought and experience for those who are willing to explore. Thanks again for welcoming me so 
readily and easing this transition to the busy Athenaeum, and be sure to stop by and let me know how I can assist 
you in finding a book that leaves you “with many experiences.”  
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6 Elm Street, Westfield, MA  0 1 0 8 5 
Phone:                  4 1 3 - 5 6 8 - 7 8 3 3  
Hours: 
Monday-Thursday      8:30 AM – 8 PM 
Friday & Saturday      8:30 AM – 5 PM 

 
Contact us: 
Administration:               568-0638 
Boys & Girls Library:      562-6158  
Reference:                       562-0716 
Adult Circulation  
& Outreach Services:       568-7833  
Fax:                                568-0988 

Website:            www.westath.org�

C R A F T  F A I R  

 

R E N O VA T I O N  N E W S  

The Athenaeum has contracted with Forish Construction Co. of Westfield to renovate two spaces within the 
Athenaeum, the Lang auditorium and a third floor storage space. The Lang auditorium was built in 1926 and opened 
to the public in 1927. The auditorium will be made handicapped accessible for the first time since it opened, with the 
installation of a wheelchair lift. The third floor will be renovated in order to create an environmentally controlled 
archival storage space for our special collections. Each of the spaces will be getting new air conditioning. The 
auditorium will also be getting new carpet, new paint, and new lighting. A portable tiered riser system will be 
installed in order to create theatre style seating. Eventually, a large fixed screen will be installed, along with a 
projector and surround sound system, allowing us to show films as part of a planned film series. Work on both 
projects will start in mid-April and is expected to be completed in mid-June, in time for the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Library’s Summer Reading Club programs.   

M any artisans came out to 
demonstrate their crafts on 
March 12. Here Mark 
Remaly and Alice Fyte 
show how to cane chair 
seats and make baskets. 

Pam Darrow demon-
strates how to spin 
yarn. 

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  L I B R A R Y  

The Friends are pleased to announce that the recent book sale was a great suc-
cess, raising approximately $6500 for the library over three days. A big round of 
thanks goes out to over 50 volunteers, who sorted, packed, and staffed the sale, 
without whom the event would not have been possible. 
 
The Friends also continue to support the Athenaeum through events and pro-
grams such as the recent Scrapbooking Workshop Series. Upcoming programs 
under consideration include a calligraphy course, a yoga course, a spelling bee, a 
road race-in in conjunction with Colonial Harvest Day, a 140th anniversary fund 
drive, and an additional scrapbooking series.  
 
Active membership in the Friends is encouraged, and new members are always 
welcomed. Meetings are generally held the last Tuesday of every month. For 
more information, please call Donna at 568-4290. 

 

Judy McNeil, Carol Quinn, and 
Linda Hartman sort books for the 

annual book sale 


