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To honor the memory of Anne Frank and celebrate her contribution to humanity, the Westfield 
Athenaeum will be hosting a month-long exciting and thought provoking 
program to commemorate the 65th anniversary of Anne s receiving the 
now famous Diary as a thirteenth birthday gift from her parents on June 
12, 1942.  

May 16  June 15     The Anne Frank Story      
    The international exhibit portraying the life and times of Anne Frank, 
created by the Anne Frank House in  Amsterdam, The Netherlands, and on 
tour from the Anne Frank Center, USA in New York.  

May 16     An Evening With Professor Hedy Rose     7:00 pm   
     Professor Hedy Rose of Smith College will open the exhibit with a 
talk about her own experiences as a small child, beginning at the age of 
six. She survived the Holocaust by hiding in Amsterdam during the same period as the Frank family. 
Reception to follow.  

May 22     Discussing The Diary       7:00 pm          
Assistant Director Ralph Melnick will lead an open discussion of Anne s Diary. All are encouraged, 

though not required, to prepare by exploring her writings in  advance.  Copies of the Definitive Edition 
of the Diary will be available at the Athenaeum to borrow or purchase at a nominal cost.  

May 23     An Evening With Sir Jack Polak   7:00 pm (at the Westfield Woman s Club) 
One of the founders and for many years the Executive Director of the Anne Frank 
Center USA, work for which he was knighted by the Queen of  The Netherlands, 
Sir Jack  Polak will speak about the importance of Anne Frank to the world today, 
and about his own experiences in Amsterdam as an adult under German 
occupation, as the principal of the children s school in the transit  camp 
Westerbork, and as an  inmate in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, about 
which he has written in his memoir, Steal a Pencil for Me.  Book signing and 
reception to follow.  

This program is supported in part by a grant from the  Westfield Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.  

Anne Frank events in June are on the next page 
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Water for Elephants 

by Sara Gruen  on 

May 24th, and E m-

peror s C hildren  by 

Claire Messud 

 

on June 28th. 

Meetings are held at 

 

1 p.m.  in the Whitney 

Study. 

 

Books are available at 

the circulation desk

 

Forum Book

 

Discussions

  

Diary of Anne Frank by 

Anne Frank on May 

22nd  . 

Meetings are held in the 

Reed Room at  7 p.m.

 

Books are available at 

the circulation desk

 

The Edwin 
Smith 

Historical 
Museum 

 

 is open from 10-3 
on Thursdays and  

Saturdays.  
Come learn about 

Westfield s 
fascinating past.  

ANNE FRANK IN WESTFIELD (cont.)  

June 8-9    A Public Reading of Anne Frank s Diary  9:00 am  5:00 pm 
            A two-day public reading of Anne s Diary will be held, with a 
celebratory informal dinner and film to follow at its completion. 
June 12     Anne Frank s Birthday     7:00 pm  
             To celebrate the life of Anne Frank, a cinematic portrait will be 
shown  and refreshments will be served.      

CINCO DE MAYO 
CELEBRATION 

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
HOLA! Join us as we celebrate 
"Cinco de Mayo". There will 
be food, fun and games. All 
students in grades 6-12 are 
invited to attend. Registration 
is required and begins 
Tuesday, April 24th. FMI: 
contact Patti in the B&G. 
Patti Brose  562-6158 x 5  
pbrose@westath.org  

 

MUSIC TOGETHER    

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Taught by certified Music Together teacher 
Sondra Lewis, you will enjoy a fun-filled 
session that is experiential, not performance-
oriented. This is an opportunity to spend 
interactive quality time with your children 
and support their musical development as 
well as encourage the joy of music 
throughout your entire family. Join One of 
following groups: Group 1: May 4, 11, 18. 
Group 2: May 25, June 8, 15.  
Group 3: July 6, 13, 20.  
Space is limited to 10 families per group. 
Registration begins April 24th; you may call 
or come to the library. If you have questions 
about the program call Sondra Lewis at 567-
0564.  

Jasper Rand Art Museum Exhibits

 

May 1-12                    Carl Hartdegen-Retrospective of Carl s photo 
                                   graphs taken around Westfield & around the world 
May 16-June 15         The Anne Frank Exhibit  
June 18-July 13         Local artists: Deborah Hess, Jeri Hamel, Maryann  
                                   Douglas, Evelyn Dean Casey, Richard Nowak, Joe  
                                   Burdziakowski, Lucinda Tavernise,  Denise St.  
                                   George & Kate Gallivan, 

The Old Ball Ground     Dan Gunner Genovese. 

Westfield author Dan Genovese, the founder of the vintage base 
ball team the Westfield Wheelmen, will be discussing his 
recently published book about Westfield s storied baseball 
history.     
Book signing to follow. Join us at 7 p.m. May 16th in the Lang 
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Boys & Girls Library 

 
Summer Reading Wish List 

Patrons often ask if we have a Library Wish List, and 
although we have nothing official, as we prepare  this 
year s 7 week statewide summer reading program, a 
wish does come to mind. We are seeking prize 
donations for our weekly raffle and the young adult 
auction held in September.  Our young patrons, age 3 
through grade 5, receive raffle tickets for time spent 
reading. Prizes are a great incentive to reading!  
Young adult readers (grades 6-12) earn Library 
Loot by their reading & bid on prizes at the auction.   
Age appropriate donations are  gratefully 
appreciated.  Please call us at the Boys 
and Girls Library, 562-6158 then press 
5!  

Thank you, thank you, thank you!! 

Have you noticed anything different on the second floor? If 
you haven t, take a peek. At any hour of the day you are 
likely to see our young adult patrons, feet up, relaxing with 
a good book or magazine. Check-out our new slat wall 
displays, the lava rug, café tables and chairs.  
Through the generosity of an 
anonymous donor, we have 
purchased Guitar Hero & Dance 
Revolution watch for our next 
gaming day & come play along 
with us. 
Soon to be added, laptops for in-library use and a floor to 
ceiling wall to showcase local talents. Patti will be staffing 
the YA space on occasion. 
Stop by & see the new and improved Young Adult Loft. 
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Summer Reading Club 
Kick-Off Party with 
SteveSongs  June 22nd - 10:30 a.m. 
Steve Roslonek of SteveSongs has 
been performing his unique brand of 
original songs for kids and their 
families for over five years ~ winning 
numerous national awards,. Steve 
blends participatory songs, clever 
stories and great melodies into an 
experience that leads young listeners 
on what the Boston Globe calls not 
just a musical journey, but an 
entertaining, interactive and 
educational program. 
Registration is required & begins 
Tuesday, June 5th at 8:30 a.m.  Call 
413-562-6158 ext. 5 or come into the 
Boys' and Girls' Library.  This 
program is being held at the Westfield 
Woman s Club. (FMI: Steve s website 
is www.stevesongs.com)  

Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra Musical Petting 

Zoo   June 29th - 10:30 a.m. 
The "Musical Petting Zoo" enables 
children (& adults) to try out different 
musical instruments with the assistance of 
SSO musicians.  Children will have the 
chance to try out different instruments. 
These events offer potential young 
musicians the opportunity to feel what it is 
like to touch, hold, and play an 
instrument. No one is too young or too old 
to experience the joy of making a sound 
on a musical instrument! 
Registration is required and begins 
Tuesday, June 12th at 8:30 a.m.  Call 413-
562-6158 ext. 5 or come into the Boys' 

 

YA BOOK DISCUSSION     3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
It's time to attend our YA book discussion of  "The Boy in 
the Striped Pajamas" by John Boyne. Bored and lonely 
after his family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-
With" in 1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a 
boy in striped pajamas who lives behind a wire fence. 
Snacks will be provided. You may pick-up a copy of the 
book from Patti in the B&G. Open to students in grades 6-
12.  Friday May 4th 

http://www.stevesongs.com
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May & June 2007 
May 2 nd    Edible Wild Plants of New England Speaker: Musician     
         & naturalist John Root at 7:00 p.m. in the Jaspe r       
         Rand Art Museum 

May 16 th   The Old Ball Ground Speaker: Author Dan Genovese at     
         7 p.m. in the Lang Auditorium  

May 16 th   An Evening with Professor Hedy Rose at 7 p.m. in the    
         Elizabeth Stewart Reed Room 

May 16 June 15 Anne Frank Story  an internati onal exhibit 
May 22 nd   Book Forum discusses the Diary of Anne Frank by Anne    
         Frank at 7 p.m. in the Jasper Rand Art Museum. 

May 23 rd   An Evening with Sir Jack Polak at 7 p.m. at the         
         West f i el d Woman s Cl ub 

May 24 th   Book Club discusses Water for Eleph ants by Sara         
         Gruen at 1 p.m. in the Whitney Study 

June 1 st   Athenaeum is closed for Staff Day 
June 8 - 9th Public Reading of Anne Fr ank s Di ar y 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.      
         in the Jasper Rand Art Museum  

June 12 th Anne Fr ank s Bi r t hday Cel ebr at i on 7 p. m. i n t he          
         Jasper Rand Art Museum  

June 27 th Jim Robitaille Trio at 7 p.m in the Jasper Rand Art Museum 
June 28 th Book Club discusses  Emper or s Chi l dr en by Claire Messud  
         at 1 p.m. in the Whitney Study.  

New Junior Corporators   
11 young people have been 
designated Junior Corporators 
who will work as goodwill 
ambassadors to their peers and 
help promote the ongoing 
programs and services of the 
Athenaeum: Kailey Carambia, 
Alinia Davledzarova, Olivia 
Florek, Scott Godaire, Conner 
Rose Griffin, Russell Isler, 
Rachel Keiser, Julia Miller, 
Patrick Monette, Madison 
Renschler, Zachary Smith.  

Congratulations to Don Buckley, our past assistant director, who is 
now the director of the Cerritos Library in Cerritos, CA. Diane 
Faits, who recently visited him, reports that Don reflected fondly 
on his humble beginnings as bookmobile driver for the 
Athenaeum, and admitted that he still entertains people with his 
punning Don Witticisms. The Cerritos library is a marvel with 
life-sized banyan trees, a full scale 
T-rex, local art, & themed areas. For 
his former co-workers in Westfield, 
his success leaves us full of pride, 
admiration and well wishes for his 
continued success.   
You will find Don on the web at his 
library-http://www.ci.cerritos.ca.us/
library/library.html. 


