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Inside this issue: 

 

The Edwin Smith Historical Museum 

 

is open from 10- 2 on Tues.& Thurs.  

Dan Paquette, started on June 20th as Youth Services Librarian, and Ralph Melnick starts on 

July 17th as our new Assistant Director. 

 

Dan is replacing Kara Welch, who left in May to enjoy her new baby boy, Thomas James. Dan will 

be managing the Boys and Girls Library, joining us at just the right time, as registration for the 

Summer Reading Club, which attracts more than 700 participants, started June 19.  Dan, who lives 

in Easthampton, has been a Children's Librarian at the Springfield City 

Library. He has degrees from UMass-Amherst and Simmons College, where 

he received his Library Science degree. Dan is quite unique in that he is

 

perhaps one of the few professional librarians who is also a stand-up comic! 

 

His website  is at www.danthelibrarian.com.  

In addition, Ralph Melnick will be joining us as our new Assistant Director replacing Esmé Green, 

who moved back to Cambridge, MA to become a Branch Librarian in the Cambridge Public Library 

System. Ralph will be working with the staff on many of the day-to-day operations of the 

Athenaeum, as well as public programming and staff development. Ralph was the Library Director at 

the Williston Northampton School for 22 years. Most recently, he served as Director of Library 

and Media Services at the Convent of the Sacred Heart in New York City. He has also written a 

number of books and articles and is currently working on a book about Anne Frank.

 

Ralph has a Ph.

D. in religion from Columbia University / Union Theological Seminary and an MLS from 

Columbia University's School of Library Service. He received a BA in Religion from New York 

University. 

 

Please stop in and say 'hello' to Ralph and Dan the next time you are in the Athenaeum! 

 

WE HAVE NEW STAFF!!  

http://www.danthelibrarian.com


Book Club

 
Discussions
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Kite Runner by 

 
Khaled Hosseini on 

July 27th.   Mercy of 

Thin Air  by Ronlyn 

Domingue on 

 

August 24th.  Meetings 

are held at 1 p.m.  in the 

Whitney Study.

 

Forum Book

 

Discussions

  

Founding Mothers: The 

Women Who Raised 

Our Nation by Cokie 

Roberts on July 18th  

and Nickel and Dimed: 

On (Not) Getting by in 

America by 

 

Barbara Ehrenreich on 

August 15th .   

Meetings are held in the 

Elizabeth Stewart Reed 

Room at  7 p.m.

 

Books are 
available for either 
book group at the 
Circulation desk. 
All are welcome; 
you do not need to 
register to join in 
the discussions. 

From the Director 

LOST? - 

The Athenaeum has purchased several new maps and road atlases to 
help you on your journey  the street atlases for Eastern 
Connecticut, Central, Northeast, and Western Massachusetts, as well 
as one for Metro Boston. So whether you are hunting down a tag sale, 
the Oyster Festival in Norwalk, or the Unicorn Theater in 
Stockbridge, come in and plan your outing. 

        I would like to salute our Board of Directors. The 
Athenaeum s Board consists of thirteen members; three 
(elected in the City s general election) and nine 
(excepting the Secretary) who are nominated and elected 
by ballot at the annual meeting of the Corporation. The Board is the governing 
body of the Athenaeum and sets policy; our current  President is Dr. Robert 
Brown a retired History Professor from Westfield State College. The staff, 
under the leadership of the Director, carries out the day-to-day management and 
operations of the Athenaeum.   
            As with most non-profit boards, standing committees and ad hoc 
committees perform the governance duties of the Board.  The Athenaeum has 
six standing committees: the Executive Committee, the Finance Committee, the 
Nominating Committee, the Personnel Committee, the Jasper Rand Art Museum 
Committee, and the Historical Museum Committee. The Finance Committee, 
consisting of the Treasurer, the Asst. Treasurer, two other Directors and two 
Corporators, meets regularly to review the Athenaeum s investments and 
investment goals, and to present the annual budget to the City. The Board 
oversees a total budget of approximately $1.1 million. Of that amount, about 
$750,000 is provided for by the City of Westfield.   
             The Athenaeum is fortunate to have a Board of Directors of highly 
dedicated volunteers who truly support the mission of the Athenaeum.  In good 
times and in bad, the Athenaeum has relied on the wisdom and experience of its 
board members to maintain the quality of the programs and services we provide. 
Without their guidance, creativity, and determination, the Athenaeum would not 
be celebrating its 142nd anniversary this year.   
           So, to Harold Beattie (Assistant Treasurer), Donald Blair, Robert Brown 
(President), Cathleen Cyr (Vice President), Carol Glynn, Alberta Humason, 
Donald Humason, Jr., Mark Morin (Treasurer), Shirley Palczynski, Frederick 
Pugliano (Secretary), Patricia Reach, James Rogers, and Raymond Zenkert, Jr. 
thank you all for your dedicated service to the Athenaeum and to the Westfield 
community.                                                                                                              
                                                 ~ Christopher J. Lindquist  

FOUND ! 
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Boys and Girls Library

 

TEEN CORNER 
The 2006 YA Summer Reading Club 
tune in @ your library has begun.  Teens 

entering grades 6-12 in the fall are able to par-
ticipate in the club. So, sign-up and earn 
Library Loot to spend at the auction which 

will be held on Sat., September 9th. 
Don t forget these upcoming events:

 

   

MOVIE DAY July 6th; YA Soap making July 25th; 

 Scrap booking July 28th;  

 Beading Workshop August 3rd. 

    

Westfield Athenaeum Boys and Girls Library 
2006 Summer Reading Club ~ June 19  August 4  

Summer Reading Club has started for children ages 3 through enter-
ing grade 5 

Read 15 minutes a day, check out books, and join activities to earn 
raffle tickets towards a variety of prizes.  

Earn Library Loot to spend at a prize auction held in  
September. For more information, look on our website, visit the 

Boys and Girls Library, or call 562-6158. 

Required Summer Reading  
Prominently displayed in the Boys and Girls Library and upstairs in the YA section of the 
library are the books for students entering grades one through twelve.  If you are unsure 
of what you need to read you can consult our website http://www.westath.org/kids/
summer_reading2.html  which lists the books for St. Marys High 
School  as well as all the public schools. 

A melia Park s M usical M oments

  

Don t forget to go by Amelia Park 
on Tuesdays to hear great bands 
come rain or shine. 
July 11  Karen & Jay 
July 14  215 Army Band 
July 18  Cory & the Knightsmen 
July 25  Hooterville Junkyard Band  

For the bands in August or for  
more information see 

 www.ameliapark .org 

Outside of a dog a book is man's best friend.  Inside of a 
dog it's too dark to read.         Groucho Marx  

http://www.westath.org/kids/
summer_reading2.html
http://www.ameliapark



