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Inside this issue: 

Kara Welch, our wonderful Youth Services Librarian, is leaving May 20th  to 
have a baby! Kara and her husband, State Representative James Welch, are     
expecting their first child in June. Kara was instrumental in helping organize the 
Boys & Girls Library and in reaching out to the parents, students, and teachers in 
the Westfield community.  Her love of children and her interest in instilling a 
love of books and the joys of reading in children of all ages will be missed.  
Please join us in wishing Kara and Jim well in their new role as proud parents!  

May and June.  Soft syllables, gentle names for the two best months in the garden year:  cool, misty 
mornings gently burned away with a warming spring sun, followed by breezy afternoons and chilly 
nights. The discussion of philosophy is over; it's time for work to begin.    Peter  Loewer 

FROM THE DIRECTOR 
As spring unfolds and warm summer days beckon, the Athenaeum is also preparing for the change in 
seasons.  The Friends of the Athenaeum’s Annual Wine Tasting, on May 12th, signals the start of 
good things to come, when we celebrate the fruits of the vine and bask in the glow of a New England   
summer.  The annual get-together features over 100 varieties of wines for you to sample, while 
munching on goodies provided by the Friends, and is always a sell-out. If you haven’t reserved your 
tickets ($30 per person) yet, don’t delay!  Soon, June will be busting out all over and school days will 
be able to be counted on just one hand.  The Athenaeum switches gears with the change of seasons 
and the end of the school year. The annual Summer Reading Program sponsored by the Boys & 
Girls Library, will kick off on June 29th at Stanley Park, with entertainer Hugh Hanley. This year’s 
theme is “What’s Buzzin’ at Your Library?”   Registration begins Monday, June 19th. Don’t forget 
to order your Summer Reading Club T-Shirt with the “What’s Buzzin’” theme on it! Not to be out-
done, the Young Adult Reading Club for grades 6—12, led by Young Adult Services Librarian Patti 
Brose, will also be buzzin this summer, with a special prize auction to be held in September. This 
year’s theme for ‘tweens and teens is “Tune in @ Your Library.”  Check it out! 
            While we celebrate spring and the promise of re-birth, we also celebrate the artistic creations 
of local artist Anita Pinatti and the work of the Monday Morning Artists (check out their exhibits 
in the Jasper Rand during May and June).  Reference Librarian Katie Krol and Outreach Services 
Asst. Leanne Jaeger have also put together a lovely display of wedding books, DVDs, and videos to 
guide soon-to-be-brides and grooms in planning for that perfect wedding. Ah, summertime. Let the  
celebrations begin!                                                           ~ Christopher Lindquist, Director 

 

THE EDWIN SMITH HISTORICAL MUSEUM  
is open from 10-3 on Thursdays and 
 Saturdays. Come learn about Westfield’s  
fascinating past. 



BOOK CLUB 

DISCUSSIONS  
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Family Tree  by Carole 
Cadwalladr on  

June 25th.   
Meetings are held at 1 p.

m.  in the Whitney 
Study. 

Books are available at 
the circulation desk    

FORUM BOOK 

DISCUSSIONS  

The Great Influenza 
Outbreak  by John M. 
Barry on May 16th  and 

Kite Runner by  
Khaled Hosseini on 

June 20th .   
Meetings are held in the 

Reed Room at  7 p.m. 
Books are available at 

the circulation desk 

We now have 2 color 
copiers for your con-
venience. They print 
excellent copies for 
20 ¢ and will even 
enlarge to poster size. 
Please ask for help at 
the Information Ser-
vices Desk if you 
have any special print 
demands (using your 
own paper for exam-
ple.) 

Although the Westfield Athenaeum has puzzles, movies, databases, 
reference books and more, there is a whole world of information on the Internet. 
So, here are some websites that are entertaining, intriguing, or useful.  
• The official government website on Scottish genealogy is http://www.

scotlandspeople.gov.uk/. New materials available on the site include census 
records from Scotland from 1841 as well as other documents relevant to ge-
nealogy (birth and death records, etc.) You can search by surname and nar-
row by year for free, but to view records requires a membership. See the 
payment and access portion of their FAQ for details.  

• If you like watching movies, http://www.watchthisnext.com/ provides 
DVD listings which you then drag them and drop them into three buckets: 
love it, loath it, didn't see It/don't care. If you're interested in a suggestion 
WatchThisNext gives you, you can click on the Find out More link to go   
directly to the appropriate Amazon page. 

• PC World’s list of "101 Fabulous Freebies" from PC World., http://find.
pcworld.com/52632, includes several categories of information including 
search tools, fun stuff, and organizers and calendars. Each item on the list is 
completely free (no shareware here!) 

•  Geocaching is an entertaining adventure game for GPS users. Participating 
in a cache hunt is a good way to take advantage of the wonderful features 
and capability of a gps unit. The basic idea is individuals and organizations 
have set up caches all over the world and share the locations of these caches 
on the internet. GPS users can then use the location coordinates to find the 
caches. Once found, a cache may provide the visitor with a wide variety of 
rewards. Every visitor is asked to leave something for the cache if they get 
something. You can find these sites at geocaching.com or Terracaching.
com. 

Websites for Fun and Information 
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Friday, May 12th, the Friends will be hosting their Annual 
Wine Tasting. The proceeds benefit the Westfield 
Athenaeum, providing funds for our lecture series, 
museum passes, and other special programs. Tickets ($30 
per person) are still available at Phipps Liquor Store in 
the Westfield Shops and at the Athenaeum. 

Expanding Outreach Services:  Leanne Jaeger & Daniele Stasky will be assisting 
Outreach Services Coordinator, Joyce Peregrin, to provide library services to the 
growing population of homebound residents of Westfield.  If you or someone you 
know is temporarily or permanently homebound please call the Athenaeum at  568-
7833 x 108 to find out about having library materials delivered to your home free of 
charge. We are happy to bring the library to you! 
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Boys and Girls LibraryBoys and Girls LibraryBoys and Girls LibraryBoys and Girls Library    

TEEN CORNER 
Tune in for the 2006 YA Summer 

Reading Club! 
 

We are gearing up to begin the 2006 YA Summer 
Reading Club 

“tune in @ your library.”  Teens who will be 
entering grades 6-12 in the fall are able to 

participate in the club. So, get ready to sign-up 
beginning Monday, June 19th. 

You will be reading to earn 
“Library Loot” to spend at the 
auction which will be held on 
Saturday, September 9th.  

 
 
 
 

Westfield Athenaeum Boys and Girls Library 
2006 Summer Reading Club ~ June 19 – August 4 

Sign-ups begin Monday, June 19th for: 
Summer Reading Club – children ages 3 through entering grade 5 

Read to earn raffle tickets towards a variety of prizes. 
Young Adult Reading Club – ‘tweens & teens entering grades 6-12. 

Read to earn Library Loot to spend at a prize auction held in  
September. 

For information visit the Boys and Girls Library or call 562-6158. 

Summer Reading Club Kick Off Celebration 
Circle Songs with Hugh Hanley~ Thursday. June 29th at 10:30 am 
Stanley Park Pavilion ~ Bring a blanket to sit on! ~ For All Ages! ~ No 
Registration Required. 

Highlights of the summer 
x Magic with Ed Popielarczyk           x  Soap making workshop 
x Curious Creatures    x Nature crafts    x Tincknell and Bates 
x  Bead workshop    x Stamping workshop x Two’s Too! 
x Game Day          x Little One’s Library Time     x YA Movies 
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The Westfield Public Schools encourage 

students entering grades 1-12 to read during the 
summer.  The REQUIRED lists will be available in 
the Boys & Girls Library, on the Young Adult Loft 
bulletin board and in the Adult Information Services 
Department.   

Every effort is made to offer at least one copy 
of each required title & author in our collections. If we 
do not have a copy, we will try to get it through 
Interlibrary Loan.  You may come in or call to request 
an item, or you can place a hold using your own 
computer.  Don’t wait until the last minute—supplies 
are limited.  August comes quickly and required items 
become scarce! 



••••Milton B. Whitney Library • Edwin Smith Historical Museum • Jasper Rand Art Museum    

WESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELD    ATHENAEUMATHENAEUMATHENAEUMATHENAEUM    

6 Elm Street Westfield, MA 01085 
Phone: 413-568-7833       Boys & Girls: 413-562-6158 
Email: waref@cwmars.org 
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www.westath.org 
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May & June 2006 

 
May 12May 12May 12May 12th     Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum Annual Wine Tasting from 5-8 p.m. 
  (Fri.)  
May 16May 16May 16May 16th               BOOK FORUM discusses The Great Influenza Outbreak by John M. Barry at 7 p.m.   
  (Tues.)            in the Elizabeth Stewart Reed Room 
May 25May 25May 25May 25th                 BOOK CLUB discusses Family Tree by Carole Cadwalladr at 1:00 p.m.  
  (Thurs.)         in the Whitney Study 
May 29May 29May 29May 29th                 The Athenaeum is closed in observance of Memorial Day    
  (Mon.)        
June 14June 14June 14June 14th       Westfield State College Asst. Prof. Nessim Watson lectures on From Silly to Sinister: 
  (Wed.)                                         A History of the Image of the Arab in U.S. Popular Culture & Foreign Policy, at 7 p.m.  
June 20June 20June 20June 20th             BOOK FORUM discusses The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini at 7 p.m.  
  (Tues.)          in the Elizabeth Stewart Reed Room 
June 22June 22June 22June 22nd            BOOK CLUB discusses She’s Come Undone by Wally Lamb at 1:00 p.m. 
  (Thurs.)          in  the Whitney Study  
 June 29June 29June 29June 29th   ANNUAL SUMMER READING CLUB KICKANNUAL SUMMER READING CLUB KICKANNUAL SUMMER READING CLUB KICKANNUAL SUMMER READING CLUB KICK----OFF @ STANLEY PARK PAVILION! ~ 10:30 a.m.OFF @ STANLEY PARK PAVILION! ~ 10:30 a.m.OFF @ STANLEY PARK PAVILION! ~ 10:30 a.m.OFF @ STANLEY PARK PAVILION! ~ 10:30 a.m.    

  (Thurs.)                                   
Except for the Wine Tasting, all events are free and open to everyone. 

JASPER RAND ART EXHIBITSJASPER RAND ART EXHIBITSJASPER RAND ART EXHIBITSJASPER RAND ART EXHIBITS    

MAY  
Anita Pinatti , of Enfield, CT is exhibiting 40 
photographs, each accompanied by a poem. 
“Every Poem has it’s equivalent in nature and 
I enjoy the challenge of finding it,” says 
Anita. This is the culmination of a writing 
project over the past several years.  
 

JUNE              
Instructor Joan Steinmeyer and a group of 13 
local artists known as the Monday Morning 
Artists will delight you with their wonderful 
variety of watercolors of outdoor landscapes, 
animals and flowers. These artists have been 
studying with Joan for 5 years and have ex-
hibited their work at the Museum of Fine 
Arts in Springfield, among other museums. 

FROM OUR PAST 
              In a presentation in 1943 before the Western Hampden 
Historical Society, William F. Lyman discussed the “rugged 
individualism” of our chief benefactor and president from 1893 - 1915 
here at Westfield Athenaeum, Milton B. Whitney.  Mr. Lyman began 
his speech by remarking that Mr. Whitney fit into the classification of 
one of those “strongly marked characters who held stubbornly to their 
own opinions, dressed as they saw fit, indifferent to fashion and were 
not afraid to be different.” 
              Stating that Mr. Whitney “had a Victorian type of mind,” 
Lyman recounted an incident that would be deemed unacceptable in 
today’s atmosphere of freedom of information.  Apparently, one day 
Whitney picked up a book of Thomas Hardy’s, and upon reading a 
passage of passion and romance, ran down cellar with it and tossed it 
into the furnace.  When he returned, somewhat disheveled, he stated 
that, “ no such book as that was going to be allowed in an institution 
that he had anything to do with.”   
              We must forgive Mr. Whitney his dramatic indiscretion, after 
all the Victorians took the elevation and dignity of learning very 
seriously.  Books were still relatively expensive and the idea of a 
public, circulating library was still in its infancy.  As he said in his 
address at the opening of the Fowler Gillett portion of the Athenaeum 
in 1899, “…the people’s university of today is a free public library of 
well-chosen books.” 


