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FROM THE DIRECTOR - Giving Thanks

The Athenasum’s Annual Corporators Meeting 18 corming up on Movember 24, The Annual Meetin
timne to reflect on accomplishments of the past vear {our fiscal vear ended on June 30, 2003), and to

thanks to those who worle so hard on our behalf The City of Westfield prowides the bulk of the sup
for the Athenasum each vear — though we are not a department of the Ciby, nearly 70% of our opera
incotne comes from City coffers. Mayor Richard Sullivan and the City Council work hard to spend
taz dollars wiszely and as one of the City" s major educational and cultural attractions, the Athenaeurr
an excellent financial investment. The other 30% cotnes from private donations and bequests, state
through endowment income, fines and fees and from fundraising events sponsored by the Friends of
Westfield Athenaeum. Our local leaders and representatives deserve our thanks.

Under the leadership of Bob Brown (now Past President), the Friends donated ower $13,000 last vea
generating mcome from the Annual Wine Tasting 1n May, the Annual Book Sale i June and vanou:
other activities. Friends membership has grown to include about 360 members. Mot content to rest
their laurels, the Friends took on the challenge of organizing and re-opentng the Smith Historical

Museum this past June after a 13-year closure. The re-operung and 750 Anmiversary celebration on
20 was a huge success. Westfield Banle donated $12,900 to spruce up the extubit space. A core gro
of wolunteers has spent hundreds of hours working i the attics and basement helping to organize the
collections. The ruseum holdings are a treasure-trowve of historical documents, mamizcripts and lett
clothing and accessones, military arms and uniforms, furniture, photographs and memorabilia. & fa:
nating exhibit of mourning outfits and other memorial crafts from the Victonan era 15 now on displa
the musewmn. To all who have been affiliated with the museurn, including the farly of Edwin St
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