
From the Director 
Greetings! I began my duties as the new director of the Westfield Athenaeum on March 
10th. I am very excited and happy to be here, and I look forward to working with the entire 
Westfield community to make the Athenaeum one of the very best libraries in the state. The 
Westfield Athenaeum has a long and distinguished tradition of service to the surrounding 
community, and offers outstanding programs and services to all ages and interests. The 
Board of Trustees, our corporators, our staff and our Friends are deeply committed to  
making the Athenaeum the best it can be  I am proud to be a part of such a dedicated, 
friendly, and enthusiastic team of people.  

My background in libraries and archives is fairly diverse. My career began as a library page 
while still in high school in my childhood home of Newington, CT at the Lucy Robbins 
Welles Library, now one of the busiest libraries in the state. While studying towards a BA in 
English at Trinity College in Hartford, I worked at the Trinity College Library and interned 
at the Wadsworth Athenaeum. Following my graduation from the Columbia University 
School of Library Service in New York City, I worked as a reference librarian at public li-
braries in West Hartford and Windsor, Connecticut.  For the past six years, I was director of 
the Sturgis Library, a public library with noted historical research collections on Cape Cod, 
in Barnstable, MA.   

My passion for public libraries is simple;  the opportunity to serve the educational,  
informational, cultural, and recreational needs of people, using all the resources available to 
me is something I relish. I am proud to be part of a tradition that supports learning and 
growth. We are all lifelong learners, of course, and the public library is the place to begin or 
continue that journey of self discovery. As I begin my journey here in Westfield, I want to 
invite everyone to stop by the Athenaeum to say hello and tell our wonderful staff and I 
what we can do for you. I look forward to the challenges ahead, serving your needs and the 
those of the greater Westfield community, and helping make the Athenaeum the best that it 
can possibly be.            
                                                                       Christopher J. Lindquist, Director 
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National Library Week April 6-12, 2003 
What the Westfield Athenaeum has for you 

The Athenaeum offers access to nearly 120,000 items in various formats: books, magazines, puzzles, 
stuffed toys, tapes, art, audio books, CD-ROMs and movies in VHS or DVD formats. Yet, because of 
the Athenaeum s affiliations, you can also request materials from any Massachusetts's library online or 
at the library. You can take advantage of the excellent children s programs and services offered in the 
Boys and Girls Library, participate in our monthly book discussion group, attend a lecture, request our 
homebound service, reserve a meeting room or visit the Jasper Rand Art Gallery. You can sign up to 
use the Internet or consult with one of our resourceful reference librarians who have access to the staff 
and periodicals at the Boston Public and Hampden Law libraries to help answer any query. In June, 
you will be able to take a fascinating trip into Westfield s past when the Edwin Smith Historical Mu-
seum opens after a ten-year hiatus, thanks to the Westfield Savings Bank which is contributing funds 
toward the start up costs. Special thanks are also due to the Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum and 
Friend s President Bob Brown for all their hard work in getting the museum ready for the grand re-
opening. The Friends have generously offered to staff the museum once it opens.  

From the Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum  

The annual book sale begins April 10th  and runs through April 12th. A $2 
fee will admit  eager  ones to the April 10th opening  from 5 9 pm. Fri-
day and Saturday are free and the hours are noon to 7 pm on Friday and 10 
am to 2 pm on Saturday.  Don t forget books are half-price on Saturday!  

Also, save the date May 9th for the Annual Wine Tasting when we offer 
some new wines to tantalize and please your palate. 

Book Discussion 
Join us April 3rd at 1:00 in the Elizabeth Reed Room as we discuss the novel Peace 
Like A River, written by Leif Enger. 
An extraordinary novel a generous and heartwarming story in which the miracu-
lous and the mundane are woven together seamlessly. Rueben Land, now an adult, 
looks back on his eleventh year, telling his story self-consciously, self-deprecatingly 
and with a sense of wonder appropriate to this story. Reuben has no doubt that mira-
cles happen all around us; he was born with no air in his lungs and it was only when 
his father, Jeremiah, picked up and commanded him to breathe that his lungs filled 
with air. Reuben knows firsthand that life is a gift; he also suspects that his father is 
touched by God and can overturn the laws of nature. 

Please reserve your copy at the circulation desk. 
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THE WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD  
Sunday April 6, 2003 -  Saturday April 12, 2003  
                                                                            
        Celebrate the young child in conjunction with Westfield Community 
Partnership. Come to the library to experience the creations of budding art-
ists from our local pre-schools and day cares.  

From the Boys and Girls Library

  

    TODDLER TIME FOR AGES 19-23 MONTHS  
Thursday April 10, 2003    10:00 AM  -  10:30 AM 
  Try our Toddler Time for children ages 19-23 months. Join us for a half-
hour of  fun. Each child must be age appropriate, registered and accompanied 
by an adult. Come in or call to register beginning Wednesday, March 26th. 
Space is  limited.  
     

Story Time Plus for Ages  3-5 
Tuesday April 22, 2003 10:00 AM  -  10:45 AM 
Bring your 3-5 year old to the library for 45 minutes of stories, songs and a 
craft. Each child must be age appropriate, registered and accompanied by an 
adult. Come in or call to register beginning  March 26th. Space is  limited. 

 

                   2S, TOO! FOR AGES 24-35 MONTHS  
                           Thursday April 17, 2003       10:00 AM  -  10:45 AM        
                                                
Bring your terrific two year old to the library for 45 minutes of stories, 
songs and a craft. Each child must be age appropriate, registered and ac-
companied   by an adult. Come in or call to register beginning Wednesday, 
March 26th. Space is limited.    

 

NATIONAL TURN-OFF  TV WEEK 2003   
               Monday April 21 Sunday April 27   

            Come to the library for the latest magazines & books! 

Baby Time for Babies 6-18 months

 

Thursday April 3 10:00  10:30 
Program for babies 6-18 months accompanied by an adult. Come and join us 
for  a half-hour of fingerplays, songs, and fun. Space is limited. Siblings 
(regardless of age) are not allowed unless they are registered participants ac-
companied  by an adult. Each child must be age appropriate and registered. 
Registration begins 3/ 26   
                         Location: Boys and Girls Library Activity Room  
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         New Picture books 
Tumble Me Tumbily

 
  by Karen Baicker 

The Year I Didn t Go to School by Giselle Potter 
UG: Boy Genius of the Stone Age by Raymond Briggs 
You, Me and the Big Blue Sea by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick 
There s a House Inside my Mommy by Giles Andreae 
I m Gonna Like Me by Jamie Lee Curtis 
Frightful s Daughter by Jean Craighead George 
Loveykins by Quentin Blake  
           Early Readers 
Practice Makes Perfect for Rotten Ralph by Jack Gantos 
Sam Finds a Monster by Mary Labatt  

                                                         Get Well, Good Knight by Shelley Moore Thomas       
            

New Juvenile/YA downstairs Fiction 
The Hidden Diaries Series by Sandra Byrd 
Cheat by Amy Koss 
Case of the Hollywood Who Done It by Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen 
Tell Me About It by Megan Stine 
Reunion by Kara Dalkey 
Rudest Alien on Earth by Jane Conly 
Runaway Racehorse by Ron Roy 
Seeker by Margaret Buffie 
Stop that Bull Theseus by Kate McMullan 
Time Pieces the Book of Times by Virginia Hamilton 
To the Edge of the World by Michele Torrey   

                       New Adult Non Fiction 
Happy Days With The Naked Chef by Jamie Oliver 
Destructive Emotions: How We Can Over Come Them by Daniel Goleman 
A Marine at Khe Sanh by John Corbett 
The Passions of Andrew Jackson by Andrew Burstein 
Watching Movies: The Biggest Names In Cinema Talk About The Films That 
Matter Most by Rick Lynn 
Marching Home: To War and Back with the Men of one American Town by 
Kevin Coyne   

           New Adult Fiction 
The Master Butchers Singing Club by Louise Erdich 
The Discrete Charm of Charlie Monk by David Ambrose 
Back Story by Robert Parker 
The Parrot Trainer by Swain Wolfe 
Secret Hour by Luanne Rice 
Clarinet Polka by Keith Maillard 
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According to Chase s 2003 Calendar of Events, April is : Fresh Florida Tomato Month, 
Holy Humor Month, Informed Woman Month, International Amateur Radio Month, International 

 
Customer Loyalty Month, Keep America Beautiful Month, Mathematics Education Month,  
National Autism Awareness and Parkinson s Awareness Month, National Kite Month, National Humor 
Month, National Child Abuse Prevention Month, National Pecan Month, National Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, World Habitat Awareness Month, National Poetry Month, National Woodworking 
Month, National Soft Pretzel Month, Month of the Young Child. Celebrate!

 

Seniors Are you willing to 
be honest, be critical, let it 
all hang out, try something 
new poetry, play writing,  
short stories? 
A creative writing class will 
start in April, please sign up 
at the reference desk since 
space is limited. 

Poetry Writing 

 

Contest

 

Open to all students 
from grades 1 
through 12. There 
will be winners and 
prizes for each cate-
gory with a poetry 
reception on May 
21st. Please see the Boys 
and Girls Library for details 

Westfield Trivia

  

Which street was known as Goose Lane? 
Name the famous person who was mur-
dered on Western Ave; the case is still not 
solved.  

Name the famous horses that dove into 
Hampton ponds.  

What are some of the areas of Westfield 
known by their geological characteristics?  

Do you know the name of the military 
camp that was located on Hampton 
plains?  

Why was the Normal School (later West-
field State) constructed on the Bates farm 
in 1871?   

Answers can be found in reference depart-
ment and in next month s newsletter.    

Jasper Rand Art 
Gallery  

To encourage Westfield 
youth, April s art  
installation is courtesy of  
Westfield s public and  
parochial students.  
Please stop by the Jasper 
Rand Art Gallery and enjoy 
their hard work and creative 
endeavors. 
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